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Plague outbreak!
Crisis in the Security Council

“If there was anything – just literally anything – that 
would give us the smallest bit of hope… I would be pre-
pared to try it out. That’s how desperate we really are.” 
(Dr. Robert Smith, Red Cross worker) On Tuesday, the 
Security Council failed to provide this ray of hope in a 
horrendous crisis.

The African Great Lakes Region is hit by several 
cases of plague infections (we reported this in the last 
days). As our partner network WNN confirmed yesterday, 
the situation escalated dramatically, seeing thousands of 
people die because of a pneumonic plague outbreak. The 
already dramatic situation in the Northern Kivu provin-
ce (DR Congo) got even worse due to political instability 
between Hutu and Tutsi tribes. The resulting escape of re-
fugees as well as a shortage of antibiotics is complicating 
the situation.

As the Security Council is scheduled to debate both 
the topic of global pandemic preparedness and the overall 
conflict resolution in the region, the crisis is brought be-
fore the SC in an attempt to take action on the highest 
level. In addition, the UNHCR is addressed to work on a 
call to action paper to support the SC’s work. After getting 
the first information available, SC members try to work 
on strategies on containing the pandemic outbreak. The 
delegations agree that several measures have to be taken 
immediately, seeing a “ceasefire to guarantee stability as 
the most important step next to stop people from fleeing 
the infected regions”. During the course of the day, the Se-
curity Council received further briefings while the world 
was waiting for prompt, but deliberate action. 

Robert Smith, working for the Red Cross on the 
ground, underlines the urgency to help during a live inter-
view by pointing out that in the region, neither sufficient 
healthcare nor adequate logistics could be provided. In 
this desperate situation, the Security Council has seen the 

light at the end of the tunnel when the Bulgarian medical 
expert, Dr. Maria Hristova, introduces an almost untested 
antibiotic that could maybe cure the infections. However, 
only tested in western countries and with severe adverse 
side effects such as allergic reactions of the skin triggered 
by sunlight as well as “diarrhoea and emesis, which is par-
ticularly dangerous in the context of a refugee camp”, the 
use of this medicine seemed rather unlikely. These condi-
tions are also stated in the very helpful call to action done 
by the UNHCR committee.

Nevertheless, the SC considers using this medicine, 
forcing the chair to say “I don’t think there is hardly any 
delegation that is not willing to use it.” Only when a se-
cond medical expert has joined the room stating that the 
mortality rate of the antibiotic is as high as 80 percent 
now, all of them have refused to consider this medicine 
anymore. Well, not all of them – the United States consi-
ders the expert information to be false and still pleads for 
using the fatal treatment.

In conclusion, the SC failed to take any meaning-
ful steps that could have helped to effectively contain the 
spread of the epidemic. Instead, the committee decided to 
turn the affected regions – the eastern provinces of the De-
mocratic Republic of Congo and parts of Rwanda – into a 
quarantine zone to be enforced at gunpoint. The fate of the 
hundreds of thousands of people stuck in this quarantine 
zone did not seem to pose any moral qualms to the SC, as 
they were effectively left for dead.

For now, we have to wait for the public response to 
this decision and rely on the World Health Organisation 
(WHO) saving the situation with more reasonable strate-
gies.

By Lisa Neidl
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Stories of the past and drinks in the present

“Once upon the time, there were two beautiful 
sisters, one called truth and one called story. Ho-
wever, while no one in town wanted to see the naked 
truth, the story was more popular. But in the end, no 
one got as much attention as the truth dressed in the 
cloak of the story.”

With these words, one of the two nightwatchmen 
commenced his tour of the historic city of Münster. 

Indeed, in both nightwatchman sightseeing groups, 
the delegates discovered the historic city of Münster 
from a new side, the past coming alive by the vivid sto-
ries the guards of Münster’s nightwatch. 

After asking the participants if they were of noble 
or common birth, the guides of the nightwatch seemed 
pleasantly surprised to hear that their listeners were 
not only from Gievenbeck and Duisburg, but also from 

Morocco, Pakistan, Kenya, Spain 
or Taiwan. In turn, the delegates 
enjoyed the about one and a half 
hours of historic city tour presen-
ted in vivid stories. 

Not only did they learn more 
about the famous tale of the three 
Anabaptists whose dead bodies 
had been displayed at three cages 
on top of the “Lamberti Kirche”, 
but also, they learned about the 
daily life in Münster during the 
Middle Ages. 

After the delegates had all sa-
fely returned to the “Domplatz” 
– as well as to the present time 
– they immediately had to draw 
an animal card in order to be sor-
ted into one of the teams for the 
subsequent pub crawl. Here, the 
delegates got the chance of expe-
riencing the life of a true Münster 
University student, visiting one of 
the most frequented local students’ 
pub lanes in the “Kuhviertel”. 

All randomly mixed teams 
showed a lot of enthusiasm and 
team spirit, only to be reunited in 
the pub “Cavete” in the end, as the 
first people went to bed in order to 
be well rested for tomorrow’s last 
day of conference. 

After this great night, everyo-
ne is looking forward to our great 
farewell party tonight!

By Franziska Hasselbach

Nightwatchman Tour and Pub Crawl
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The many faces of MUIMUN
Scholar: Tetyana Tanchyn

Tetyana Tanchyn is a law student from Ukraine 
and a participant in the MUIMUN scholarship pro-
gramme. She is part of the defense team at the Inter-
national Criminal Court (ICC).

What was your experience in the last week like? 
Did you enjoy the MUIMUN conference?

Antwort: The MUIMUN conference is just won-
derful, very greatly organised, and Münster is the most 
comfortable city I have ever known. It‘s so beautiful 
right now, especially in the light. Everything is bloo-
ming, and the grass is so green, it‘s so warm. And actu-
ally I do like my committee, these people are so great. 
We have a lot of fun together. I am in ICC, which is a 
criminal court. We have a really complicated case we 
are dealing with, which is completely different from all 
other committees. We have some roles, I am in the de-
fense team, and we also have prosecutors and judges, 
creating evidence, which is fun.

What role did you have in the defense team?
On our defense board we have three defense coun-

cils. Each of us is taking a different part in interviewing 
the witness or giving some statements and providing 
some evidence. We analyse that evidence and provide 
this information to the court and also to the prosecutors‘ 
team so that our accused will not be found guilty.

Have you done any MUN conferences before?
Yes, I’ve done two conferences but they were all 

Ukranian ones, they were in Kiev in different univer-
sities. It was fun but it was different, because I was in 
regular committees. Now we are modelling the court 
situation, which is interesting especially in the light that 
the ICC has only been working since 2002, so it‘s a 
really modern institution, that only had a little bit more 
than 20 cases.

Something that is a little bit confusing at some 
point is that court takes the individual responsibility for 
crimes, so technically we are accusing not the country 
of Captain Nota, our accused, we are accusing Captain 
Nota for causing some kind of genocide, which I still 
don’t believe. She didn‘t do that.

You have to say that!
Yes, of course. That is part of our argument. She‘s 

a saint!

What did you learn during the last week?
We actually learned a lot. Especially in the way 

of procedural rules of International Criminal Court. We 
also learned how prosecution should respond, how we 
can object, which was the fun part, because you can 
object for calls for speculation, to statements or if the 
prosecutor is repeating the questions which is also not 
correct. By asking too many questions, even the person 
who knows everything will be intimidated.

What was the most interesting experience over the 
last week?

I liked the Global Village, I liked people wearing 
national costumes and dancing in national costumes, 
which is not that easy especially when they are traditio-
nal. But it was so beautiful, all these people united, and 
all speak English which is good and impressed me in a 
way. I also did really like the Pub Quiz. The questions 
were really cool, especially the last videos were fasci-
nating and funny.

Can you tell me something about the scholarship 
programm? How does it work?

I remember the scholarship posted on the MUI-
MUN page. I applied, and you also had to submit some 
recommendations of your professors and people who 
really know you. After submitting all the stuff you had 
the interview, which was via Skype. I was asked ques-
tions regarding my motivations and regarding the com-
mittee I wanted to take place in. A couple of weeks later 
I received an E-Mail saying that I am on a scholarship, 
and they communicated about visa stuff and flight de-
tails.

The scholarship also required meeting with people 
from the ‚Bürgerstiftung‘, and we had a wonderful Ger-
man dinner at a German family, which was great, you 
actually meet some Germans. It was fun, I was lucky as 
I am studying law, I had some law students also there 
and the people I stayed with were also educated on law 
topics. And the food was wonderful.

Thank you, and I hope we will see you sometime 
back in Münster!

By Marco Stoever
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Yesterday‘s committee session has seen itself 
being forcefully interrupted by intense demonstra-
tions outside the conference building, which is later 
invaded by the furious mob.

Disregarding the unfortunate circumstances, the de-
legates manage to agree on further amendments to the 
working paper and many of the representatives express 
their satisfaction with the current draft, which increa-
singly takes shape as the session progresses.

The empowerment of whole communities during 
the economic crisis faced by countries within the Latin 
American and Caribbean region  is recognized as a step 
towards the empowerment of women. One critical point 

during the process remains the financing of the support 
which needs to be provided to women.

Some further amendments are implemented and the 
delegates begin working on their first draft resolution.

After four long days filled with debates, the first re-
solution of the CEPAL committe is passed. All parti-
cipants seem to be pleased with the content and many 
express their agreement in retrospect.

With the first resolution passed, the committee 
moves on to the second topic: Disparities amongst in-
digenous population in Latin America and the Carib-
bean.

The indigenous peoples, being a minority in most 
countries represented, speak other languages than most 
of the population and live mostly in rural areas. Once 
again, the delegations agree that this group needs spe-
cial support.

Possible perspectives for the support of indigenous 
peoples are discussed. The respect for the different 
languages of indigenous peoples is pointed out many 
times, with the state of Colombia pointing out their 
constitution being adapted to respect these languages.

The debate has provided some interesting points so 
far and is promising to have a fruitful outcome.

By Izabela Szklarczyk

The delegates of the Economic and Financial com-
mittee answer to their call of duty during the fourth 
day of the conference by passing two resolutions and 
closing their first topic on trade barrier alleviation.

The committee’s second topic is now on the table – 
Food security as a key for sustainable development. The 
first goal on the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals list 
is that of Zero Hunger, therefore it takes priority number 
one.

The delegates take a unanimous stand that food securi-
ty is a major hindrance to development around the world. 
Therefore, their time was taken up hashing out the details 

on how to combat it on a global scale.
The delegate of the USA had this to say about his coun-

try’s approach to this matter, “The USA is focused on two 
things, technology and capacity building. We think that 
not only funding can help other countries feed their peo-
ple, but also giving them the ability to help themselves in 
future.”

The delegates have high expectations on how their de-
bate will end today. Some predictions: 

The delegation of the United Kingdom: “We don’t re-
ally think that a resolution as the topic is so wide. Several 
issues need to be dealt with such as GMOs and population 
explosion. Therefore a resolution will probably not be pas-
sed, but maybe a working paper.”

The delegation of Uganda: “There might be a resolu-
tion passed because all delegations are united on this one 
and will all work towards a single resolution, unlike our 
previous topic.”

The delegation of South Korea: “A resolution will be 
passed with the remaining two sessions as everyone is 
united and have already started jotting down points for a 
working paper.”

The delegation of Egypt: “Though a few issues might 
arise, especially to do with the acceptance of genetically 
modified food, this one will be smooth sailing.”

By Soila Kenya 

CEPAL: The first resolution has passed

ECOFIN: Call of Duty
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After long and intense hours of heated debates 
on two draft resolutions, the delegates of DISEC 
pass their first resolution on Tuesday afternoon.

When the discussion is finally closed, everything 
happens very quickly. Following a motion by Iran, the 
committee decides to vote on the two resolutions in re-
verse sequence.

 Already in the first round of voting, the resolution 
submitted by the coalition lead by Iran and Argentina 
passes with the vast majority of the delegates’ votes, 
whereas the resolution submitted by Canada, Israel and 
Czech Republic does not pass. 

As already assumed in yesterday‘s issue, the de-
legates who were still undecided seem to have played 
a crucial role in the – at the first glance – surprising 
outcome of the voting procedure. Even though Canada, 
Israel and the Czech Republic and their rather liberal 
regulative approach toward fully autonomous weapon 
systems seemed to dominate the debate, most of the si-
lent delegates in the end decided for the ‘safe’ option, 
the strict ban.

With the resolution, DISEC promotes a strict ban 
against any use of fully autonomous weapon systems 
– even for defense purposes – and also intends to limit 
research on fully autonomous systems to exclusively 
civil purposes. DISEC now sets its focus to the second 
point on its agenda, namely “Territorial sovereignty and 

foreign military intervention – reassessing the respon-
sibility to protect”. After an introduction by a member 
of the legal team, opening speeches are given, followed 
by three moderated caucuses on several aspects of the 
topic. 

The #FezOfAwesomeness remained highly invol-
ved throughout both sessions.

By Rebekka Wilhelm

DISEC: Passed! – Resolution bans autonomous weapons

The tone in the ICC gets rougher, as defense 
and prosecution are both increasingly raising objec-
tions during the examinations and cross-examina-
tions of witnesses. By the end of the defense’s case, 
the accused herself testifies and the judges hand in 
their detailed list of questions, indicating that the 
trial is about to come to a close.

The trial took an unexpected turn, making both 
outcomes equally possible. In an interview, the prose-
cution stated the personal cyber-signature of Captain 
Nota as part of the most incriminating evidence, as the 
hacker name “Alpha Red” definitely belongs to the de-
fendant and is nearly impossible to forge. 

When asked about the biggest challenge the pro-
secution would be facing, the answer is the often stated 
dolus specialis, the special genocidal intent of the ulti-
mate destruction of the group of Zurials living in Basila. 
The most incriminating piece of evidence speaking in 
favor of such intent is the accused’s speech introduced 
to the court two days ago. 

On the other hand, defense raises doubts about the 
credibility of the testimonies of both President Kazu 
as well as former BLA soldier Mary Ulipo, showing 
a picture of a secret meeting of the two that indicates 
Kazu to be the one ordering the fatal cyber-attack. Also, 
an audio and IT specialist confirms the authenticity of 
the audio transcripts of the two conversations of Nota 

with Kazu and Ulipo, hinting that Nota found out that 
an original plan of attacking the Zurial government 
was replaced by the cyber-attack. According to the go-
vernment, the accused then decided to no longer obey 
Kazu’s orders, but unfortunately failed to prevent the 
Distributed Denial of Service attacks. This story was 
supported by the Nota’s testimony. 

But is this version of the events the truth? The an-
swer can only be given by the final judgement in this 
case.

By Franziska Hasselbach

ICC: Accused denies to have targeted civilians
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Another day, another conflict. After the successful 
adoption of the resolution on Albania, the delegates of 
the League of Nations found themselves in January 
1923, faced with the Mosul Question, a conflict that 
especially Turkey is deeply involved with. 

Turkey does not wait long to accuse the League of 
Nations of being an imperialist instrument, criticizing the 
lack of Middle Eastern countries among its members. At 
the same time, the delegate announces his intent to seek 
access to the Council.

At the same time, the League also votes in favour of 
recognizing the United Kingdom as a party to the con-

flict, stripping them of their substantive voting rights. 
And while Turkey is allowed to join the League of Nati-
on, Italy’s attempt to invite the USSR fails a second time. 

When a motion to expand the Council of the League 
of Nations passes, several nations express interest in the 
two extra seats that had now become available. Japan 
even announces that they will leave the League, should 
the seat not be granted to them. Sweden, also applying 
for a seat, does not resort to such threats. Nonetheless, 
both fail to be approved as Council members and Japan 
leaves subsequently. Merely Peru manages to secure a 
seat, joining UK, France, Belgium, Spain and Greece. 

Working fast as ever, the committee passes a resolu-
tion (the third so far) on the situation in Mosul through 
– you will have guessed – adoption by acclamation. As 
the discussion on Memel begins, the Kingdom of Italy 
(which has left the League, as attentive readers will re-
member) announces the creation of the “League of Ju-
stice” (encompassing the Soviet Union, Italy, Romania, 
Brazil and of course Italy itself) and, in the same bre-
ath, declares war against Greece. While the League of 
Nations discards the topic of Memel without passing a 
resolution, the debates on the Greek invasion of Bulgaria 
have been very fruitful so far. They have cumulated in a 
working paper demanding immediate withdrawal of tro-
ops from Bulgaria that will certainly be introduced today.

By Juliane Miller

LoN: The resolution factory

It is what you would call a classic compromise. 
UNEP finally passes a resolution which can neither be 
considered as a milestone towards a sustainable world, 
nor completely secures the interests of the nations that 
have strongly advocated for traditional energy sources 
like fossil fuels. 

The delegations of UNEP put their focus on showing 
unity, and that is understandable. Presumably, it would have 
been possible to find a majority for a more radical, progres-
sive resolution. However, a UN resolution without the sup-
port of influential members like the USA, Russia, Japan and 
Australia is not worth much. On the other hand, the US and 
now Germany are still not on board. The resolution stresses 
the importance to move towards a more sustainable energy 
system, but gives countries that do not want that change a lot 

of room due to clauses underlining the value of traditional 
energy sources and the importance of not losing jobs. The 
important events of yesterday’s UNEP meeting, however, 
have almost been overshadowed by protesters who have 
been able to enter the delegation room to protest for the Pa-
ris Agreement that has been passed by UKEP in 2015 to set 
concrete environmental goals in order to reduce greenhouse 
gases. Apparently, the protesters do not feel that the Paris 
Agreement is taken into account enough during the nego-
tiations. How the protesters were able to enter the highly 
secured conference room still remains unclear. “We do not 
understand, why a democratic committee is interrupted 
like that”, chair Alex Cordero states. “We assure you that 
we have nothing to do with that. However, all the different 
opinions have to be respected.” Prior to the protests, United 
Nations Secretary General has raised concerns about the 
turn in politics happening in the USA, moving away from 
the goals underlying the Paris Agreement. The fact that pro-
testers have been able to enter is criticized especially by the 
USA who questions the safety of the delegates. In the la-
ter course of events, the US delegation further consolidates 
their unusual role in the negotiations when making a motion 
to exclude a specific journalist from the meeting. For rea-
sons of transparency and democracy, the chairs do not allow 
this motion to be voted upon. However, the US representa-
tive‘s understanding of free press remains alarming.

By Marco Stoever

UNEP: Resolution finally passed
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As the committee focuses on moving on towa-
rds topic 2: forced migration in the African Great 
Lakes Region, they encounter a surprise visit from 
the Secretary General, announcing difficult news: a 
crisis is occuring in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo and Rwanda. According to the World Health 
Organization, new cases of plague infections are ap-
pearing in those areas. 

 
250 new plague infection cases were confirmed in 

six IDP camps, those camps are located in rather po-
litically unstable geographical zones (Northern Kivu). 
The problem is complicated even more  because UNH-
CR has to manage the plague while taking into account 
the political situation. The delegates manage to react 
efficiently to this crisis, with the great productivity of 
Pakistan that quickly starts to draft a resolution paper to 
provide help to the security council. 

This morning‘s session brings the UNHCR‘s debate 
towards a beautiful, but maybe out of context debate 
over the spreading of democracy in other countries. 
While Greece suggests a democratization of those 
countries in difficulties in the Great Lake Region, Pa-
kistan and Iran prefer a determination of the political 
system of those countries on their own. But should the 
conflict be solved first in order to facilitate the resolu-
tion of the crisis? It seems clear for the delegates that 
humanitarian reasons are a big source of the conflicts. 

Quickly, they manage to agree on an emergency policy 
paper. 

However, the federation of Russia does not forget 
it‘s priorities. While Congo presents the emergency po-
licy paper to solve the crisis, the delegate asks for a 
minute of silence in honor of the attacks in Saint-Pe-
tersbourg that occurred on Monday. 

After fulfilling their diplomatic responsibilities by 
supporting Russia in these difficult times, the delegates 
of Pakistan and Germany have been very active by wri-
ting a working paper, that the whole committee seems 
to agree with.

By Inès Jemili

UNHCR: They have the solution!

City of Münster – A city of bikes
Münster series

You have surely noticed it by now – bikes are the 
most common mode of transport in Münster, and ar-
guably the best way to get around. 

A survey in 2005 found that only 7% of all Münstera-
nians do not own a bike, and 45% even owned two or 
more bikes. This can be attributed to a variety of factors. 
For one, Münster has a very dense city centre, and pretty 
much everything is located within 5km biking distance. 
On top of that, cars are not allowed to drive in the city 
centre, whereas bikes are permitted almost everywhere. 
And while Münster does have busses for public trans-
port, these are no faster (and sometimes even slower) 
than bikes, and also do not drive very frequently, especi-
ally at night, causing long waits at the bus stops. 

In a city with twice as many bikes as inhabitants, some 
problems do arise. Sometimes it can be hard to find a pla-
ce to park your bike, especially in front of bars, university 
buildings and the main station. And Münster being a city 
where every sixth crime registered is a stolen bike, with 
roughly 5000 bikes being reported as stolen every year, 
being able to lock your bike safely is of course crucial. 

There are also frequent police controls in Münster that 
ensure that all bikers turn on their lights in the evening. 
Not doing so can result in a fine of 20 euros. Bikers are 
also tested for the consumption of alcohol and drugs; in 
fact, half of all alcohol controls in Münster are perfor-

med on bikes. Again, there are hefty fines and penalties 
waiting for anyone who gets caught. If you are caught 
several times, you can even be banned from biking, a rule 
that is unique in all of Germany. If the ban is not adhered 
to, fines start at 500€, double every time one is caught 
biking drunk, and can go all the way up to 10 000€. With 
the high student population (read: the active party scene) 
and the limited availability of night busses, this can of 
course become an issue. 

Nonetheless, most of us here in Münster love our 
Fietse, or Leeze, as bikes are sometimes called here, and 
would never go without them. Staying fit and protecting 
the environment has never been easier!

By Juliane Miller
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Today´s Schedule
09:00-12:00   Committee Session 7
12:00-01:30   Lunch Break
01:30-04:00   Committee Session 8
04:30-06:30   Closing Ceremony
10:00-05:00   Farewell Party

Find 10 mistakes in the second picture

B
y 

R
eb

ek
ka

 W
ilh

el
m

*solution of the „Who am I?“ 
in yesterday‘s edition: ‚nothing‘

Did you enjoy your time at 
MUIMUN?

Next MUN conference is Sub-Saharan 
International Model United Nations 
(SAIMUN) in Nairobi, Kenya from 
19th to 23rd June 2017. Check out 
www.saimun.net for more information!

Find the hidden words

Crisis Riddle! 
Crisis are rough, crisis are tough. 
The following day, don‘t look back in 
anger - find all 10 crisis related words 
instead!


