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The Security Council Tackled The Crisis
“We Cannot Win Against Mother Earth”

The worst case scenario became reality: A tsuna-
mi-wave triggered by the eruption of the volcanic 
chain Cumbre Vieja was about to hit the east coast 
of the United States endangering the life of trillions 
of people.

 
The first idea that came up was to create a counter 

wave which then would lower the tsunami. Several 
countries like France and Kuwait were in favour of the 
counter wave proposing to let a nuclear bomb detonate 
in the Atlantic Ocean. They undermined this idea by re-
ferring to a scientific paper. But Kazakhstan raised the 
question “Have you ever heard of a bomb stopping a tsu-
nami?” The chair announced: “You have five hours until 
the tsunami hits the United States”, then paused for a few 
seconds, “and all the other countries”. A solution seemed 
within reach when an expert for analytical chemistry and 
environment introduced a chemical which could make 
the wave a lot smaller – but would also poison the wa-
ter. Another chemical to clear it afterwards was not yet 
found. The opinions on the chemical drifted apart. The 
US trusted the expert and while Peru said that poisoning 
drinking water which is already lacking in lots of places 
is “bullshit”. The chairs proposed to consult the UNEP 
since they have more expertise in environmental issues. 

Before the delegates were able to do so another expert 
consulted the SC. He pointed out that the chemical might 
be filtered out afterwards but a nuclear contamination 
would have the same negative impacts but would stay 
in the water for hundreds of years. Also, the bomb might 
reinforce the cause the tsunami started in the first place. 
France made the SC aware of the fact that their meeting 
is located in New York City and asked if it might be mo-

ved to the American mountains. The delegates started 
to write a communiqué directed at UNEP as well as di-
rectives concerning the UN-evacuation, humanitarian 
aid, regional emergency committees for South America 
and the Caribbean, Africa as well as North and Middle 
America and they also worked out an action plan. There 
was an overall confusion about the rules of procedure 
concerning unusual incidents during the crisis. At one 
point France asked if it might be possible to get a repre-
sentative of the gossip team since they seem to know 
best what is going on. 

Despite the chaos “it was fun” said Côte d’Ivoire be-
cause the atmosphere was looser than in the other sessi-
ons. Neither the bomb nor the chemical seemed appro-
priate so the delegates were excited when the response 
from UNEP came in after another round of confusion 
about how to consult and respond properly. UNEP pro-
posed the deployment of 37.500 cubic-meters of non-
toxic polymer balls which none of the delegates found 
convincing. Slowly but shortly the delegates realised 
that there is no solution to stop the wave. Bolivia em-
phasized that “we cannot win against mother earth”. 
So the SC authorized humanitarian aid and went for a 
minute of silence to honour the victims. Even though it 
was stressful “everyone gave their best”, said Ethiopia 
and appreciated the videos and the effort. Secretary-
General Luise Teubner said that it was unfortunate the 
delegates did not make the security of life a priority 
but acknowledged their “high-quality directives and the 
fact that they used the resources of the UN”. Chair Jan 
Fleischmann concluded that they were ready to face the 
challenge. 

By Leonie Habich



The Westphalian Diplomat |2 MUIMUN

Get to Know The Girl that Pulls The Strings Behind The Curtains

 A Journey to The Past
Nightwatchman Tour

Interview with Valentina Breitanbach, MUIMUN Coordination

Münster in the 17th century: The 30-year long 
war has finally come to an end with the peace tre-
aty being signed in the town hall. How was living 
in Münster during that time? Questions like this 
were answered during yesterday’s nightwatchman 
tour which took the delegates on a trip to a different 
world.

Even though the evening was cold and rainy, many 
delegates showed up to join the nightwatchman tour, 
wrapped in warm jackets and equipped with umbrellas. 
Since not all delegates are able to understand German, 
there were two nightwatchmen waiting for the MUI-
MUN participants: One presented his tour in English, 
the other one in German. Both nightwatchman wore 
outfits which would stand out in the present: They had 
long grey coats, a big hat and a whistle hanging around 
their neck. With them they carried a rod and lamp.

At the beginning of the tour, the nightwatchman told 
his audience about the hardship of his job: “I’m out here 
in the nights protecting the city, no matter if it rains or 
if the temperatures drop far below zero.” In an amused 
voice, he then gave an account of what happened in the 
town hall when the heads of all the involved countries 
travelled to Münster to sign the peace treaty. Delegates 
learned about the struggles of deciding who had to 
climb more stairs in order to greet someone else and 

Valentina Breitenbach, one of the coordinators of 
the MUIMUN-Team speaks about what challenges 
and advantages of participating a MUN conference 
are. 

Could you explain who you are and what exactly 
your tasks at MUIMUN are?

My name is Valentina Breitenbach, I am a coordi-
nator together with Maximilian Wendisch and as “Co-
ordination”, we are overlooking all the other teams so 
that they do their work, and everything is going well. 
Also, we represent the team to the outside and maintain 
contact with the University and MUIMUN partners as 
well as other MUN‘s.

 That sounds interesting! What is also interesting 
is the question what was the most difficult aspect to 
prepare?

I am not really sure what the most difficult aspect 
was, but probably one of the more challenging things 
was the communication inside the team. Because we 
are over forty people, sometimes two people were do-
ing similar tasks at the same time because the one did 
not know the other one did it as well. This is mainly be-
cause we have so many people that already know what 
they are doing but also new ones that also bring new 
ideas. 

I can imagine! Did you ever want to be a delegate 
yourself?

Yes, I did one MUN before in Utrecht. Especial-
ly, seeing how things work and how difficult it is to 
combine different opinions. Just including most of the 
positions every country has is hard, so it makes you ap-
preciate the work done by real politicians. You also get 
to see what needs to be improved and what went well or 
was not as good at other conferences. 

So, what did you learn from organizing this 
event?

Actually, I have learned a lot. I think I have learned 
to have an overview of things or how to form a group of 
people that do not know each other before, so they get 
along on a personal level. Moreover, you learn to be a 
bit calmer, when things might not go as planned.

By Linde Buder

about how the peace treaty was celebrated with wine. 
Other topics of the tour were the three Anabap-

tists whose bodies had been displayed on the Lam-
berti church, the seperation of the clerical from the 
secular life and the danger of being stuck outside the 
city wall when arriving late. When a couple of busses 
drove along, the nightwatchman had to interrupt his 
tour.“Those coaches of your time really are strange,” he 
said slightly disconcerted. 

By Lara Lawniczak
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Challenge Yourself in Münster

Radio by And for Students

Hidden Places of Münster: Escape Room

Hidden Places of Münster:  Radio Q

You love exhausting yourself physically and men-
tally? If you are an adventurer craving for a new 
thrill, our hidden adrenaline hotspot will satisfy 
your need for excitement.

For anyone with a penchant for good puzzles, the 
Adventurebox in Münster is the place to go. Origina-
ting from Switzerland, Adventurebox started as a pro-
vider for city rallies and later specialized on escape 
rooms. “The general idea of an escape room is to lock 
up a group of people inside a room and challenge them 
to retrieve the key by solving a number of riddles,” ex-
plained Branch manager Mr. Wieling. 

The Adventurebox in Münster currently has three 

„Es ist 9 Uhr, hier ist das Campusradio für Mün-
ster und Steinfurt.“ - These are the words which 
start every good morning in Münster, meaning so-
mething like: „It is 9 p.m., this is the college radio 
for Münster and Steinfurt“, and you can hear them 
on the radio frequency of 90.9 Mhz. 

The radio shows on Radio Q, Münster‘s college 
radio, are produced completely by students on an ho-
norary basis. Radio Q broadcasts more than 30 hours 
of moderated programs a week and plays music in bet-

rooms and is working on building a fourth one. Each 
room is different and not all of them follow the clas-
sical scheme of having to escape from a locked area. 
In “Mission Impossible” for example, visitors take on 
the role of secret agents and have to break into a room. 
“In this challenge, players also have to prove physical 
skills. One element of the room is a laser aisle, which 
must be crossed without touching the laser beams. It’s 
like being in an action movie,” Mr. Wieling said enthu-
siastically. Among the two other rooms one resembles 
a chemistry lab and challenges the players to think lo-
gically and combine single pieces of information to a 
whole. The third room wants the players to figure out 
how to activate a time machine which has been built by 
a crazy scientist. 

Marie Beutler has visited the Adventurebox in Mün-
ster and enjoyed the team experience: “There are some 
tasks that you can’t solve on your own. Here, it’s essen-
tial to work together as a team!” According to Marie, the 
whole set up is very credible. Before the group entered 
the room, they got to see a little movie introducing them 
to the story. “After the introduction, I was part of the 
story and immersed in my role,” Beutler stated. 

By Lara Lawniczak

ween. We spoke to Lena Zils, chief editor of the station, 
who told us something about her motivation to work 
there: „I began working at Radio Q because I want to 
be a journalist and it was recommended to me to go to 
a college radio. Now the station and the people are very 
dear to my heart. Also, Radio Q helped me find friends 
in Münster fast, which is why I want to assume respon-
sibility and give something back.“ 

Having started in 1999, the radio station turned 18 
years this year and will continue to cover everything 
around the university life, local politics and big events 
such as the election of the students‘ parliament. Even 
though it can be difficult to find people willing to work 
hard on a show together it can always be done, Lena 
Zils says: „People who are here for longer really enjoy 
working here and help to improve the program. That is 
why it is not problematic when you don’t have much 
time due to university or other duties:There is always 
someone there to catch you.“

By Marco Stoever

Picture: Nicholas Wieling
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In the year of 2015 a group of motivated people 
met and shared one idea: The idea of a commu-
nity in Afghanistan that would help the youth 
of their country to be heard, to be seen and to 
be valued by their politicians. 
One of them was Mohammed Moneer Koshani; 
Chair at the Special Political and Decolonization 
Committee 2018 in Münster, Germany. Today 
the YTS has an organizing team of 20 people (10 
men, 10 women) and 30 to 40 additional helpers. 
All of those work as volunteers which is very rare 
in Afghanistan.
The Afghan youth has been deprived of a lot due 
to the war and the political situation. The Youth 
Thinker’s Society is trying to show them what 
opportunities they have despite those difficult cir-
cumstances. Organizing workshops, for example 
in order to empower women to pursuit more than 
they are told they could be or have by the Afghan 
society, symposiums with youth represents from 

all of the 44 provinces.
Probably one of their largest projects so far was 
the establishment of the Model United Nations 
conferences. Prior to 2016 there has never been a 
MUN in Afghanistan. The organisers were facing 
several major problems. Due to a political strate-
gy, people in Afghanistan are used to get work-
shops and seminars for free. This is an obstacle 
that has to be overcome when there are always 
fees for MUN conferences. Second, the idea of a 
Model conference of the UN was completely new 
to Afghanistan and hardly anyone ever heard of 
these events. Moneer and his team were explai-
ning it to students all other the country, trying to 
convince them of the greatness and even necessity 
of events like MUNs. 
All in all, 300 people participated in the first 
Afghan MUN. Even the president of Afghanistan 
came to the opening ceremony, which by the way 
was a great surprise to anyone but Moneer who 
was called by the presidential office the morning 
of the first day of the conference and informed, 
that the president himself as well as his wife 
would be attending the conference.
Moneer himself was faced with concerns, dou-
bts and some major and minor obstacles. But his 
advice to people who have an idea that is probab-
ly greater than the ideas of others: Just do it. You 
cannot lose anything. But if you do not try, you 
can lose the best experience in your lifetime.

By Julia Guzik

War breaks out in Egypt, daily protests pressure 
the Government, France is battling with rising pri-
ces – and the delegates enter the fray.

After changing the room, the delegates start with an 
unmoderated caucus discussing how France and the UK 
supported Israel. However, there is no legal proof found 
that they interfered militarily. The USSR nevertheless 
alludes to a potential threat of military support by UK 
and France which is not in line with the former Reso-

lution. This is when the Security Council interposes, 
explaining that war is only allowed if done in self-
defence. The USA only has contempt for Israel‘s way 
of solving the conflicts and therewith is confirmed by 
many other delegates. Hereon, Belgium responds by 
presupposing the condition of free access to the canal 
for all nations. 

Suddenly, facilitators enter and declare that first 
gunfire has started. In order to guarantee ceasefire, 
Australia suggests withdrawal of Israeli troops. Not-
withstanding, on November 1st, France and Great 
Britain send troops to the Suez Canal to allegedly me-
diate on both sides. After several discussions, Israel 
offers a 72-hours ceasefire which then is followed by 
UK‘s proposition to withdraw their soldiers. Esta-
blishing another draft Resolution, the delegates urge 
Egypt to approve the involved countries – otherwise 
they may cease all diplomatic relationships and apply 
economic and political sanctions. 

The final Resolution still remains to be approved. 

By Linde Buder

How Afghanistan Was Infected by The MUN – Fever

Historical Committee: To Withdraw or Not to Withdraw?

MUIMUN /  

Interview with Mohammed Moneer Koshani
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Some incidents cannot be argued away: In the 
morning of the 8th June 2017, 267 Anana people 
were tortured and publicly raped - 38 of them were 
killed afterwards. On the 18th August 2017, the Pla-
cebian army entered the Western parts of the coun-
try and occupied this territory. These are the only 
facts that cannot be denied. 

The Defence acknowledges those crimes, approves 
that they are cruel and must be punished but denies that 
those happenings fall under the jurisdiction of the Inter-
national Criminal Court. For the first time, the court had 
the chance to question the defendants, namely Alfredo 
Elk, Heart ZiZi and Fezilito Mars themselves upon tho-
se horrible events. The president Alfredo Elk stated that 
he was neither aware of the tragedy that happened in 
the city of Fi, nor did he give the order to rape Anana 
people. His captain Heart ZiZi stated that even though 
she was in the city when her soldiers attacked the civi-
lians, she did not participate in this attack and stayed in 
the base camp at some distance from what was happe-
ning. The same statement was given to the court by the 
soldier Fezilito Mars. Even though he was in the city 
on the 8th June 2017, he did not rape, nor kill or see 
somebody doing this. All three defendants claim that 
all actions had the only purpose to stabilize the country, 

to secure civilians from a rebellion and to save the de-
mocratic system which was threatened by the terroristic 
group of Frozen. Those civilians who suffered nonethe-
less are a pity and those responsible for the rapes and 
killings need to be judged by national courts. 

The question upon which the judges need to decide 
is now who was telling the truth? What happened in the 
summer of 2017? Were the rapes of the Anana people 
just a tragedy that happened again when the Placebian 
army entered the Cutis Republic? Or were those actions 
part of a major plan to systematically extinct the Ana-
na? 

By Julia Guzik

ICC: The Prosecution Rests, The Defence  Presents Their 
Version of The Case

Only a few minutes before the end of yesterday’s 
committee session after a long day of partly unstruc-
tured and circling debates, CEPALs delegates final-
ly got to vote. Both draft resolutions that were intro-
duced have passed.

 The two resolutions are overlapping in a few main 
points. For instance, the one originally sponsored by 
Cuba, Bolivia and Ecuador co-signed by Venezuela, 
Mexico and Peru as well as the MERCOSUR’s draft 
sponsored by Brazil, Uruguay and Argentina and co-
signed by Peru, Mexico, Colombia and Chile aims to 
increase the quality of education in Latin American 
countries and to provide better access to the educatio-
nal system for the indigenous population and disabled 
people.

While the socialist block’s resolution primarily aims 
to eliminate private education, the one by the MERCO-
SUR states aims to introduce new didactical methods 
and (extracurricular) education programs that shall be 
funded by 8% of each country’s GDP.

The delegations of Peru, Colombia and Mexico ap-
peared to be surprised that they not only shared many 
positions with the socialist block but also with the 
MERCOSUR block. This discovery presumably made 
delegations forego sponsoring a third draft resolution.

Since the delegations of Peru, Colombia and Mexi-
co were only involved in negotiations with  the MER-

COSUR block during unmoderated caucuses, it was to 
be expected that they would exclusively vote for the 
respective resolution. However, given that both blocks’ 
resolutions have passed, it can be assumed that at least 
a part of the delegations voted for all papers they co-
signed.

 Today, CEPAL is expected to start their discussion 
on the second topic: “The Agricultural Sector and Cli-
mate Change: Striving for Sustainable Development.”

By Rebekka Wilhelm & Melina Schlachter

CEPAL: Both Resolutions Passed!
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Tuesday’s session of the UN-Women committee 
came to a funny start: Since some delegates arrived late 
and others missed the last meeting, a punishment was 
needed. The delegations of Bangladesh, Canada, Spain, 
Columbia, Iran and chair Sher performed to Beyonce’s 
hit “We run the world” – a very suitable song for the 
UN-Women committee.

At the beginning of the session, India demanded an 
unmoderated caucus to finish the working paper which 
was approved by all delegates. In consequence, the 
committee spend most of the morning with the right 
formulation and correction of the working paper sup-
ported by the UN-Women’s legal advisor. Afterwards, 
the delegates presented their results, and the chairs were 

impressed. “That’s pretty good!” chair Sher said slight-
ly astonished and had only a few remarks to make. 

Returning from their lunch break, the delegates 
had finished the working paper. Unfortunately, there 
was some confusion about the progress of coming to 
a resolution. Since all other committees were closer to 
passing a resolution than the UN-Women committee, or 
had already done so, the chairs asked the delegates to 
move faster and strive towards achieving a resolution. 
However, the committee seems to follow an unusual 
strategy: Instead of handing in a rough working paper 
first and editing it afterwards, they submitted a draft re-
solution straight away. 

The resolution of the UN-Women committee final-
ly passed in the afternoon. From now on, topic B on 
the agenda will be discussed: The Representation of 
Women in Legislation and Politics. “A holistic approach 
to guarantee an improvement in the representation of 
women is needed,” declared the delegation of Norway. 
How that approach could look and what measures the 
committee wants to implement will be seen in the next 
meetings. 

By Lara Lawniczak

Is it safer for the environment to stop the tsunami 
after the volcano eruption by making use of nuclear 
bombs or by adding chemicals to the ocean to redu-
ce the wave’s power? Neither one, decides the UNEP 
committee under pressure and proposes an alternative 
to the UN Security Council. 

In light of the news of the eruption, the delegates 
held a minute of silence. However, concerns did not last 
long. “Let’s forget about this volcano and get back to 
our sustainability topic”, suggested the United King-
dom. The committee acted accordingly and started with 
the introduction of an extensive draft resolution. South 
Africa, Brazil and Fiji as main sponsors promote action 

on many aspects of sustainability. Measures include 
further research on recycling and green infrastructure, 
the increased sharing of knowledge and more financial 
aid from developed countries. 

Just as the discussion on amendments did not seem 
to lead anywhere, the tsunami crisis came back with 
twice its previous force. The Security Council reque-
sted a statement on the actions they were thinking of. 
Suddenly, the inertia many members had shown to this 
point were washed away. A heated but productive de-
bate started. Everybody felt the need to express con-
cerns and possible solutions. Even chair Elizabeth 
Njambi would have given up her position to take part in 
the deliberations. 

As the environmental impacts of both were drama-
tic, UNEP delegates dismissed both options. The com-
mittee explicitly condemns the use of nuclear weapons 
due to the known long term consequences. Instead, 
UNEP proposes the use of water absorbing polymers 
that can be dropped from airplanes in plastic balls. This 
measure is said to be harmless, as water will be absor-
bed and then re-liquidated later. A resolution to inform 
the SC, is passed just in time to allow such a reaction. 

After this success, the committee is in motion and 
quickly adopts the draft resolution on sustainability in-
troduced earlier, too. 

By Jacob Steinmann

UN Women: „We Run The World!”

UNEP: How to Stop The Tsunami?
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After a week of efficient debate, ECOSOC has 
passed a resolution – and is getting a lot of praise 
from their chairs. 

„They actually came up with a really good idea, that 
tackles most of the problems. They decided to change 
everything in the resolution that one country didn‘t like, 
so that‘s amazing“, the chairs commented. The collec-
tive approach, instead of dividing into groups with com-
peting working papers, led to a resolution that could 
be passed without objections – something that does not 
happen often. And the resolution is not, as you would 
expect, a lot of empty words, that have no actual conse-
quences and cannot displease anyone. Instead it comes 
up with creative ideas for improving education in less 
developed countries and makes suggestions for ways 
in which the global North and the global South can be 
brought close together, with both sides benefitting (for 
details, find the full resolution on muimun.org soon). 

As a consequence of passing the resolution before 
the last day of the conference, the second topic about 
economic sanction for certain states can be discussed 
today, and the debates have already started. Even af-
ter only an hour of debate, it is obvious that the work 
will not go down as smoothly as work on the first topic. 
There are red lines not to be crossed, and delegations 

personally affected by things the debate touches. For 
instance, when some delegations questioned the ove-
rall necessity for sanctions, the delegation of South Ko-
rea stated: „If we hadn‘t sanctioned North Korea, we 
wouldn‘t be here anymore.“ But that does not have to 
be a bad thing. Because, as chair Maria Shloma com-
mented: „This debate will be a lot more interesting.“

By Marco Stoever

ECOSOC: Controversies to Come

Tensions continue to rise in SPECPOL’s open 
discussions and debates. Both morning and after-
noon sessions saw temper flares and delegate out-
cries, both of which required Chair intervention.

 
In the AM, discussions regarding Women’s Rights 

in Palestine curved after the USA delegation called on 
other nations to stand up for women’s empowerment 
and vote in its favor. North Korea passionately confron-
ted the USA by shouting to other delegates, reminding 
them the USA had “abstained from these types of votes 
in the past,” and shouldn’t act as if they “were the mo-
ral authority” on this subject. When the USA’s response 
called for an “end to mudslinging,” North Korea’s de-
legate erupted. 

He snappishly shouted his disagreement, threw his 
pencil and papers down in disgust, slammed his fists on 
the table, climbed over the chairs in front of him, and 
stormed out of the building, muttering incoherently and 
angrily on his way out. He ignored pleas from other 
delegates to return and did not reappear for some time. 

The room, full of chatter, laughter, and disbelief, 
was eventually reunified after a stronghanded effort by 
the Chair to nudge delegates back into focus. 

Lunch did not deter the drama either—the afternoon 
witnessed equal amounts of confusion.

Early in the session, the USA raised a concern to 
the Chair claiming that “notes were passed and signed 
in his name” that he had not, in fact, written. Iran, Ar-

gentina, North Korea, and the Central Republic of Af-
rica also reported receiving aggressive notes signed by 
the USA. Mix-ups ensued when delegates openly sha-
red their received notes, many filled with over-the-top 
hashtags, threats to “go nuclear,” and an overall good 
sense of humor. The Chair left his desk to confiscate 
the papers and examine handwriting and, in the end, the 
note-passing was rightfully discarded as a brief come-
dic interlude from an intense topic.  The Chair coolly 
proceeded forward.

SPECPOL’s drama should not overshadow its col-
laborative gains, though. Two purpose papers were 
submitted before 2pm, and delegates thoughtfully dis-
cussed how to improve the women’s education system 
and prevent the abuse of women’s rights in Palestine.

By Nathan Ghiorso

SPECPOL: Things Heat Up
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#MUIMUN2018
Connect yourself and send us a note 
at: 

or feed our anonymous Gossip Box in 
the hall.

Today´s Schedule
09:00 - 12:00   Committee Session 7
12.00 - 01.30    Lunch Break
01.30 -  04:30  Committee Session 8
05.00 - 07.00  Closing Ceremony
10.00 - 05.00  Farewell Party

The Curious Incidents of 
The (Model) United Nations
When the delegate of the Côte d‘Ivore in 
the Security Council was having her bir-
thday on a MUIMUN conference day, the 
organising team made plans to surprise 
her with a birthday serenade. When the 
were about half way through, many of 
the delegates started wondering who the 
song was for, and when they came to the 
name, everyone realised it was for the 
delegate missing because she was late. 
(Rumour has it, that she was not punished 
for being late but received a second sere-
nade and a little birthday present later).

Down
1 Which delegation in SPECPOL is 
getting agressive? 
2 Which Committee has one beati-
ful journalist? 

Across 
3 The delegation of ‚United Kingodm‘ 
sits in which committee?
4 Which delegation in ECOSOC leads a 
second life as an architect?
5 The Pesident of which republic has an 
extramarital affair with Captain Heart 
Zizi?
6 Which delegate rocks her suit better 
than some men?
7 To which team can the pictures for the 
all-mun participants nude calendar be 
sent?
8 What is the name of the goose?
9 What does not apply during lunch 
breaks?

Gossip Crossword Puzzle


