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Opening Ceremony
With Great Privilege Comes Great Responsibility

There they were. The words everybody had wai-
ted for: „The twelfth edition of the Münster Uni-
versity International Model United Nations is now 
officially in session.“ 

And they did not need to wait for too long: After 
not much more than an hour the gavel swung by Secre-
tary General Karim Natour hit the anvil, leaving more 
time for drinking champagne and enjoying the evening. 

However, the shortness of the ceremony did not 
make the content fall behind.  The devoted speakers 
were touching many issues with their speeches, inclu-
ding an in-depth examination of this year’s conference 
motto done by Secretary General Karim Natour ending 
with the conclusion: „To hold power doubtlessly is a 
privilege. Having the opportunity to pursue a certain 
way of life or career or simply being able to afford a 
living and educate oneself is a privilege. And with it co-
mes responsibility.“ But he did not answer, at least not 
explicitly, the questions, which will shape this year’s 
conference: „Should what we consider right and wrong 
be defined by a certain group? Should this group be 
able to change what is right and what is wrong? Who 
controls, whether everyone obides by the rules?“ 

The keynote speaker’s remarks, given by the 
univerity’s vice-rector Prof. Dr. Michael Quante, went 
into a similar direction and added a praise for the re-
nowned MUIMUN spirit: „The spirit you will have the 
next day is a best practice example of what we want 
with this new rectorate in post factual times.“ He finis-
hed his speech with an appeal resembling some lyrics 
of the official MUIMUN song Change Today, Shape 
Tomorrow: „Start to make the world a better place.“ 

The mentioned song has also been played (for ly-
rics for comparison turn to the last page). This time by 
Melvin Schulz-Menningmann who also gave two of 
his own songs at his best, making everyone (almost) 
forget about West in Peace, the band who joined the 
opening ceremony in the past years but couldn’t make 
it this time. 

Deputy General Luise Teubner showed herself 
happily after winning over Haile Menkerios as the 
conference’s patreon. As plans for a French-speaking 
ninth African Union committee at MUIMUN hadn’t 
worked out, Menkerios input as former Head of the 
United Nations Office to the African Union was very 
welcome. Keynote speaker Prof. Dr. Michael Quante 
had mentioned in his speech: „This is one of the privi-
leges of my profession, to be part of such an opening 
celebration.“ Due to other obligations, Haile Menkerios 
did not have that privilege this time, as he could not 
attend personally. Not taking the airplane to Münster 
was a wise decision environmentally seen, but he took 
the time to speak to the delegates via a video message. 
Further, the UN-experienced man spoke about respon-
sibility, MUIMUN’s delegates being the next generati-
on dealing with global problems and the fast changing 
nature of piece and security, giving them an important 
note: „I hope you will carry out the discussions you will 
have with that responsibility in mind.“ 

It will be an interesting and unforgettable week for 
the delegates and the team for sure, with controversial 
yet constructive debates, inspiring conversations, fun 
parties and other evening activities. The opening cere-
mony was a worthy beginning to that, but we haven’t 
reached the peak yet!

By Marco Stoever
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How to Survive in Münster

Doctor Sued for Information on Abortion
Might Makes Right Series

The general practitioner Dr. Kristina Hänel risks 
her medical license to fight for women’s rights. Her 
office’s website provides information about abortion 
which is a criminal offence due to paragraph 219a of 
the German criminal law. She was sued and has to 
pay a 6000 € fine. 

Her website lists abortions as one of their services. 
Moreover, there used to be a link to a brochure about 
the different methods, risks, processes and costs of ab-
ortion. A group of radical pro-lifers who compares ab-
ortion to the Holocaust brought several charges against 
her, which were mostly not successful. But in Novem-
ber 2017 the prosecution of the district court in Gießen 
Hesse pressed charges against her and the trial begun. 
The judge graded her website as a violation of para-
graph 219a of the criminal law. 

The paragraph prohibits the advertisement for ab-
ortions. Supporters are afraid that doctors will promote 
abortions for their own financial benefit. Critics point 
out that the history of the paragraph dates back to 1933, 
when it was implemented to control the female body. 
Until today getting an abortion is a criminal offence 
according to paragraph 218 but exempt from punish-
ment if the woman fulfils certain requirements, like get-
ting a counselling appointment which is the only source 
of valid information.     

For Hänel this law is not only against the patients’ 
free choice of doctors but also against the autonomy of 
women looking for help. Her PDF is now only availa-
ble via email. Unlike other doctors who were threate-
ned by pro-lifers she still shares information. Besides, 
she launched an online petition for the abolition of pa-
ragraph 219a and is willing to go to a higher authority 
and the Federal Constitutional Court if necessary.

By Leonie Habisch

Umbrellas - Even if it did not show so far, in Münster 
it rains a lot, so it’s good to know where to get um-
brellas. There is an umbrella vending machine in the 
hall of the castle, right next to the back door.

Münster Souveniers – A key chain in the shape of 
a bike,  a pin with Münster’s town hall on it or a 
cookie cutter in the shape of – guess what – a bike: If 
you want to buy a Münster souvenir, the store called 
Münster Souvenir is the place to go.´

Bike rental store – You might have noticed alrea-
dy – In Münster, the bike is the means of travel to 
go for. If you don’t have a bike you can hire one, for 
example in the Arkaden, which is also a shopping 
mall downtown.

Münster’s weekly market - Fresh fruit and vegeta-
bles, fruit, exotic pesto and all kinds of cooked meals. 
On Münsters weekly market you will find almost 
everything you need. It takes place every Wednes-
day from 7 am to 2:30 pm. So if you have some time 
left in between sessions you should go.

Dr. Häniel (woman in the middle) Photo by Bundesfraktion 
Bündnis 90 die Grünen
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The Other Side of Münster

We Have The Power to Make the Change 

Hidden Places of Münster: Haverkamp

Interview with Aicha Yassin, Chair in the UN Women Committee

An accumulation of buildings, called “Haverkamp”, 
is hiding behind the cinema Cineplex. Until 1988 
they were factory premises, belonging to the compa-
ny “Peter, Büsch & Sohn”. After the company gave 
them up, the complex of buildings was used to esta-
blish a cultural and diverse scene in Münster.

 The old buildings, originally designed as precast con-
crete factories, are brightened up by the graffiti that was 

You have been working already to prepare your 
committee in the last days. How is your impression 
of MUIMUN so far?
These past few days have been intensive preparation 
but still very practical and useful. I feel very well pre-
pared and have so much excitement for the coming con-
ference. Everything is very organized, very joyful, as 
well. Now, I hope for productive and fun sessions. 

What makes you passionate about MUN’s?
I have been an active MUN’er for the past three years. 
I like that it allows students to discuss important issues 
and to have a platform to take on the role of policy ma-

sprayed all over their walls. Since 2013 the buildings 
belong to the Haverkamp association which is trying to 
preserve this unique place from fading away.
Today the rather rough and run-down looking buildings 
are accommodating some of Münster’s most popular 
clubs like the “Fusion”, “Konny Kramer” or “Sputnik-
halle”. The music varies from Techno to Pop to Black 
Music. Even though it is highly frequented, its unique 
and artistic atmosphere is not something for everybody. 
So, if you are up for a fun and colourful night, do not 
hesitate to visit this place, you will not be disappointed 
for sure. On the other hand, many artists stage their ex-
hibitions here. During the day it is not unlikely that you 
will find a food festival taking place at his area. The 
“Burger Festival” or the “Street Food Festival” are just 
some examples for the wide variation of the delicious 
festivities that are hosted by the Haverkamp.
All in all, the Haverkamp is a place that was established 
to create communication between open-minded people 
who enjoy art and self-expression. It is an uncommon 
place in a historical city like Münster with its small, 
plain streets and city life; that is why the Haverkamp 
represents the wild and creative part of Münster.

By Julia Guzik

kers – of changemakers – to simulate what is happening 
in the reality, to be better prepared as leaders in their 
communities and in the world. 

UN Women is a new committee. What have you been 
focusing on?
UN Women is new to the UN, it has been founded in 
2010. The focus is mainly to implement gender equali-
ty in all UN institutions. For MUIMUN, we have two 
really important topics. The first one is about stopping 
violence against women in refugee camps, which is es-
pecially relevant due to the rising numbers of refugees 
from the many crises. The second topics is about how 
to integrate women in politics and make them more po-
werful in legislations. 
This year’s motto is about challenging power and 
privilege. What is in your opinion the most impor-
tant power structure that needs to be changed?
It is not easy to say one single thing, because many 
aspects are interconnected. Patriarchy, ruthless capita-
lism and taking advantage of weak groups of societies 
are among the things that have to be challenged. The 
approach has to be intersectional and holistic. You have 
to tackle them all from many sides. UN Women can 
play an important role in this. We have power to make 
the change that we want to see. 

By Jacob Steinmann
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The Security Council started by voting narrowly 
for the topic of the question of North Korean Nucle-
ar Weapons. Several delegates pointed out: This is 
not an easy topic. 

As the delegate of Ethiopia put it: “The survival 
of the whole globe depends on this solution”. To find a 
solution to such a conflict is just as complicated as it is 
important since there are so many aspects that need to 
be considered. This is why it was rather hard to find a 
strategical starting point for the discussion. 

There were thoughts about the six party talk, 

which is the dialogue between the countries who are 
involved the most in the conflict: the Koreas, US, Chi-
na, Russia and Japan. France for example proposed a 
neutral mediator to bring these discussions forward. 

Another point was the question of whether to 
use further sanctions against North Korea. Some were 
against stating that they hurt exclusively civilians and 
that North Korea may see itself as a victim. Others, like 
the delegate of Poland, said that even if they had power 
over everything they would still propagate themselves 
as a victim to imperialism. The US also pointed out that 
anyone who refuses sanctions hold hands with Kim 
Jong Un. 

Contrary, China viewed the US itself as the most 
important player and “aggressor” in the conflict. There 
were a lot of interesting aspects as well as an uplifting 
spirit of everyone giving their best - especially the 5 out 
of 15 newbies. 

Nevertheless, the discussion lacked a clear direc-
tion so the chairs initiated an unmoderated caucus be-
cause “this does not seem like it’s going anywhere”. 
In the unmoderated caucus everyone got into engaged 
conversations. The topic for the last moderated caucus 
was about the question on how to build an action plan. 

By Leonie Habisch

Immersing into the world of the 1950s, we find 
ourselves in the thick of the Suez Crisis, as the first 
session of the historical committee starts this after-
noon. After a brief introduction to the conference‘s 
rules and guidelines, the chairs depict our setting.

It is October 5th , 1956. Twelve delegates came 
together to solve the diplomatic conflict between the 
French Republic, the United Kingdom, Israel and the 
Republic of Egypt. Projectors were not invented then, 
so the chairs are referring to theirs as „a magical ma-
chine that projects things against the wall“. The dele-

gates present themselves in a two-minute-each opening 
speech, where their initial positions are differentiated. 
Australia‘s delegate, for instance, reckons that the 
crisis will only result in suffering for all parties. The 
delegate of Israel demands the recognition of its sove-
reignty by Egypt while the USSR strives for a peaceful 
solution for all countries involved. But the main oppo-
nents against Egypt are France as well as the United 
Kingdom, as Egypt wants to nationalise the Suez Canal 
which is highly inconvenient for a country that uses the 
canal for trade purposes. The first motion is made by 
the delegate of China who confidently explains that the 
delegates easily get along with only one-minute spea-
king time instead of two. Subsequently, further motions 
for moderated and unmoderated caucuses are carried 
concerning the questions of sovereignty, respect for na-
tionalities and international law. While the discussions 
mostly happen in a diplomatic and serious manner, two 
delegates proceed to stand out. Supporting each other 
continuously through loud knocking on the table, Yu-
goslavia and the USSR often agree with each other. 
However, they are not the only ones who would like to 
spice things up: after the first meeting, many delegates 
plan to fuel discussions the next day.

By Linde Buder

Security Council: Holding Hands with Kim Jong Un

Historical Committee: Security Council Meets
as Suez Crisis Unfolds
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Since ancient times the people of Anana inhabi-
ted the Western part of the Cutis Republic, practi-
cing their special religion of Yoshi. This religion and 
the people were never commonly tolerated by the 
rest of the Republic, as most people are practising 
the religion of Hi-Hi. 

The conflict escalated when a self-proclaimed po-
litical group, formed by leaders of the Anana, called 
“Frozen”, organised a rebellion. The Cutis military was 
able to suppress the rebellion and in the aftermath of 
these events, members of Frozen as well as the rest of 
the Anana population were prosecuted. Special attenti-
on was drawn to a small Western town called Fi. After 
Frozen’s first appearance, the President of Cutis, Alfre-
do Elk, ordered Captain Heart Zizi to stabilise the situa-
tion in this area and as a quote from another newspaper 
states: “to put an end to the nation”.

The next week 267 Anana people were tortured and 
publicly raped. As a reaction to this, the neighbouring 
country Placebo which granted refuge to Anana people, 
declared the war to Cutis Republic and entered the We-
stern parts of the country.

There are several questions the ICC needs to answer 
in the course of the upcoming days. First, the Judges 
need to state the qualification of conflict at issue. Se-
cond, the court has to state which crimes were com-

mitted under the Rome Statute, especially analysing 
whether genocide can be performed by rape. And the 
last question is, who is liable for the actions performed 
by the soldiers who raped the women of Anana? The 
Prosecution needs to proof that the defendants acted 
with the intention not only to rape but also to destroy 
and extinguish the people of Anana. The Defence on 
the other hand needs to proof that rape does not belong 
to the jurisdiction of the ICC as it can not be qualified 
as a war crime or genocide.

By Julia Guzik

ICC: Genocide Through Rape? 

Should beer be a basic right? And – who should 
pay at the first date? After the obligatory introduc-
tion of chairs and delegates a mock debate made the 
new delegations in MUIMUN’s Spanish committee 
familiar with the rules of procedure.

After two partly heated and hilarious discussions 
in which some delegations stood out through extreme 
engagement while others surprised with quite radical 
positions on the mock debate topics, all delegates felt 
well prepared to get started with the debate on real con-
tent.

CEPAL is the Economic Commission for Latin 
America and the Caribbean. With its headquarters in 
Santiago (Chile), CEPAL is one of the five regional 
commissions of the United Nations. It was founded 
with the purpose of contributing to the economic de-
velopment of Latin America. Coordinating actions di-
rected towards this end, it reinforces economic ties with 
the Latin American countries, the Caribbean and other 
nations of the world. Moreover, CEPAL promotes the 
region‘s social development.

CEPAL’s topic A is how an equitable education 
system can be provided in Latin America under the cir-
cumstances of urban and rural differences. Topic B fo-
cuses on the agricultural sector and climate change. The 
delegates will discuss how sustainable development in 

Latin America can be made possible.
We expect that the decision on the topic order is 

made today and that CEPAL will begin the discussion 
on their first topic. The Westphalian Diplomat will keep 
you updated! 

By Rebekka Wilhelm

CEPAL: Well Prepared for Take-Off
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At the MUIMUN 2018, the UN-Women commit-
tee will discuss the status of women in today’s world. 
Choosing which topic should be first on the agenda 
was a challenge for the committee – some persuasive 
speeches by the delegates were necessary to come to 
a decision.

The chairs of the UN-Women committee Sher Af-
ghan Malik and Aicha Yassin began the first meeting 
with a simulated debate. Delegates had to choose bet-
ween two mock topics in order to practice the rules of 
procedure. For those who attended MUIMUN for the 

first time, the practice round about who had to pay on a 
date did certainly ease the start. However, the real task 
of the day was determining the first topic of discussion: 
Violence against female refugees or the Representation 
of Women in legislation and politics?

The delegate of India had a clear opinion on the 
matter: “By increasing the representation of women 
in legislation we can empower all women. That’s the 
first step, and resolutions for other problems will fol-
low.” Not all delegates agreed with that. According to 
the delegate of Estonia, the problem of violence against 
female refugees is the more pressing one. “With every 
passing minute, the refugees are suffering. It’s a topic 
of life and death,” he emphasized. 

The session gained on excitement when motions for 
both topics were rejected. A second,  more heated round 
of speeches followed. Every delegate tried their best to 
convince the committee of their prioritized topic and 
even those who had not shared their thoughts before 
joined the debate. It was a narrow victory, but the moti-
on to focus on violence against female refugees was ap-
proved on the second attempt. How the delegates tackle 
the problem and what resolutions they come up with 
will show during the next committee sessions. 

By Lara Lawniczak

Is it possible to not love chocolate? UNEP’s first 
session reveals the first seminal findings: It is. Af-
ter the introduction of chairs and delegates, a mock 
debate makes the many new MUNers familiar with 
points and motions. A decision whether cats or dogs 
are the better animals remains controversial.

Now, let the debate on content begin. The United 
Nations Environment Programme is the main global 
environmental authority. It is responsible of setting the 
agenda and promote the implementation of environ-
mental protection actions and sustainable development. 
The Nairobi based institution develops instruments for 

international and national environmental assessment 
and management. 17 present delegations entered this 
year’s MUIMUN UNEP session.

The first topic the UNEP committee is debating 
is how to ensure ecological sustainably development 
to balance ecological shortages and reduce waste. The 
positions of the delegations point in the same direction, 
ensuring the future of humans for many generations on 
this earth. The topic seems to have entered the agendas 
and minds all around the world. However, different em-
phases on market based regulation or national solutions 
will give opportunity for interesting debates between 
the delegations.

The second topic, which will follow this promi-
sing start of debate will be the adaptation and response 
to cyclones in South-East Asia. Experts are awaiting the 
statements of participating delegations from Malaysia, 
Indonesia and Fiji with great interest. Many refreshing 
debates are sure to come. The Westphalian Diplomate 
will keep you up to date. 

By Jacob Steinmann

UN Women: „Topic of Life and Death“

UNEP: Diving into MUIMUN and Sustainability
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Youth unemployment is not a controversial issue 
on the first look. And that’s why it hasn’t been a con-
troversial first debate session, at least not on the first 
look. On the first look, you could see delegations as-
suring each other and themselves that youth unem-
ployment is an important issue that has to be dealt 
with. If it only were so easy, because as always, the 
devil is in the details. 

The 21 delegations debating on this issue all face a 
different situation in there home country, and the effect 
of youth unemployment is not the same everywhere 
you look. Korea has a aging population, Peru has a 
high unemployment rate especially in rural areas and 
Iraq has not only  armed conflicts within the country, 
but also has to deal with the question of empowering 
the female population as well. Even the definition of 
youth unemployment is not stated easily. The official 
UN definition refers to it as everyone between 15 and 
24 years old that does not have a job, but is able and 
willing to work and actively searching for work. But 
the countries‘ individual understanding of youth varies, 
depending on school systems, age of majority and life 
expectancy. One delegate made a suggestion to extend 
the definition to 29 years, with the delegation of Soma-
lia replying: „We have a very young population. With 
that definition, everything would be youth.“

This versatility of the problem led to suggestions 
of a more versatile approach, to not paint every coun-
try with the same brush, or as the delegation of South 
Africa phrased it: „We need programs tailored towards 
different countries.“ But even that seems to be a sugge-
stion that will not go down so easily, with the delegati-
on of Ghana answering: „We have to build a foundati-
on first, setting standards that go for everyone.“ What 
everyone does seem to agree on, is that an international 
framework is needed. How that will look is now in the 
delegates‘ hands. 

By Marco Stoever

ECOSOC: Not a controversial issue?

What happened in today’s session could at most 
be described as a rough start into the conference – if 
it can be called a start at all.

After a very comprehensive introduction given by 
the chairs, the committee was eager to tackle content: 
It was upon the delegates to set the agenda, deciding 
between Topic A: The Human Rights Situation of the 
Palestinians in the Occupied Palestinian Territories and 
Inside Israel and Topic B: The Question of Non-Self 
Governing Territories.

A first statement was given by the United States 
of America, claiming that Topic B simply promised to 
be “quicker to solve” and topic A in contrary seemed a 
much more difficult task. Stating this argument, the de-
legate found an opposing position in the United King-
dom, claiming that topic A was more necessary to sol-
ve, since little progress could be seen there in the past.

The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
agreed that caring about the human rights situation of 
the Palestinians was undoubtedly more important, sta-
ting provokingly: “If your house was on fire, would 
you worry about cleaning the kitchen?” Other commit-
tee members joined the sides, majoritarian setting their 
priorities to topic A, the delegation of Iran adding that 
to “deny people their human rights is to challenge their 
very humanity.” 

The ongoing debate could at most be described as 
a rough start into the conference – if it can be called a 
start at all. In fact, in the end the committee managed to 
not decide on an agenda. Instead, they agreed on sus-
pending the debate and deferring the decision on the 
agenda until the next day. The upcoming sessions will 
show if the committee is able to speed up drive for far 
more difficult decisions. 

By Sarina Langer

SPECPOL: A Delayed Take-off
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#MUIMUN2018
Connect yourself and send us a note 
at: 

or feed our anonymous Gossip Box in 
the hall.

Today´s Schedule

09:00 - 11:45/1.00   Committee Session 2  
12.00 - 02.30    Lunch Break
01.15/2:30 -  06:00 Committee Session 3
09.00 - 3.00  Global Village Party

Please ask your chair in which Lunch 
Break group you are.
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The Curious Incidents     
of the United Nations
Over the years many curious incidents 
have happened during UN debates, but 
a fistfight probably is not something 
you would expect in this oasis of diplo-
macy and good manners, right? When 
Turkish president Recep Erdogan tried 
to enter the General assembly through 
the wrong entrance, he was stopped 
by the UN security guards. President 
Erdogan‘s own protection officers took 
that as personal a offence and started 
what you would rather expect in an 
icehockey match: A proper slugfest.

    
 

  
  

  
  

 
   

  
  

   
  

   
  

  

Solution of yesterday‘s “Find 10 Mistakes in our Poster“


