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How Do Things Operate in the Real World?
Workshops

Being five days long, MUIMUN certainly is one of
the longer conferences out there. To prevent delegates
from getting too lost in the world of motions, caucuses,
and resolutions, it is a tradition to reserve one afternoon for workshops, teaching the participants about
UN-related topics in a fun and interactive way.
“We negotiate since we are children. Negotiation happens everywhere and we must learn how to do it right”,
stressed Mr. Höber during the MUIMUN Negotiation
Skills Workshop. To kick off the workshop, participants
were given the role of sellers and buyers and had to agree
on a price for an Aquaman figure. During the afternoon,
participants were introduced to basic negotiation strategies, such as distributive and integrative bargaining tactics, which they had to employ in more practical tasks.
In the Workshop “The United Nations in the Middle
East”, Prof. Udo Steinbach stated already at the beginning that he had a rather sceptical point of view towards
the United Nations Security Council and hoped that
nobody would be upset afterwards. He further catered
to the delegate by asking them for own questions and
concentrating on their personal interests. In an exciting
lecture, he introduced history, circumstances, and relationships of affected countries, naming the founding of the
League of Nations in 1918, Palestine‘s division in 1947
et cetera. He later discussed Syrian and Turkish issues
and explained that not only the USA but also the Soviet
Union interfered in international conflicts. Moreover, he
claimed that the Security Council failed at most of the issues concerning the Middle East which caused the countries to be trapped in East-West conflicts.
The delegates who visited the workshop about ap-

proaches to fighting world hunger learned about how
hunger arises, what has to be taken into account when
fighting hunger and also, how little we all know about
hunger (also the delegates actually did quite well in busting the myths about hunger, e.g. „There is a global
food shortage“, to which the answer is no, there is not, it
is just not well distributed). The delegates also learned
about specific projects by the Welthungerhilfe, where
Antje Paulsen, who gave the workshop, is in charge of
programs for global learning.
The economist and vice-chair of the German National Committee for UN Women Dr. Ursula SchäferPreuss gave a workshop about women’s economic
empowerment. She has been a forerunner in several
leading positions in the finance industry and reported
what worked best in her experience such as quotas.
Also, she explained how gender equality is embedded
in every sustainable development goal. The discussion
then shifted towards more broad topics like sexism and
sexual violence in general.
The delegates attending the workshop “Idea Mining” by Marc Stallony got to experience intense three
and a half hours of creative and abstract thinking. In
three rounds the participants were forming changing
teams. They discussed associations with pictures, statements and other teams’ thoughts on different aspects
of the broad topic of education which they then wrote
down on huge pieces of paper across the room. In the
last step, based on three randomly assigned important
points of the prior rounds, the teams were asked to develop and pitch a concept for a project promoting better
education.
By Gossip Girl
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BREAKING NEWS

The Volcanic chain Cumbre Vieja on the Canary
island La Palma, that experts warned of yesterday
has now erupted, creating a great danger for the African Atlantic Coast, especially for Morocco.
Officials are working under high pressure trying to
limit the damage done by the outbreak. Experts say the
coast of Morocco has to evacuated as soon as possible, if it is not too late already. The UN Security Council is working on this matter right now, consulting on
whether to put UNEP on this matter.
The dangerous situation is created by huge masses
of volcanic rock sliding down into the Atlantic. At copy

deadline, this has not happened yet, but the situation
can worsen any minute, and could cause a catastrophy
not only for Morocco but the entire Canaric region. Experts say the flood wave happening is inevitable and
will have reached the Moroccan Coast when this volume is printed. In the worst case scenario, the flood wave
created by the landslide could even reach the United
States‘ East Coast. It is crucial now that for the United
nations committees to work together and find a solution
that limits the number of lives lost.

Leaving the Comfort Zone
Next Gen Interview Malek Bilhaj

16 year old Malek Bilhaj is a year 11 student at
the Pascal-Gymnasium Münster. He is the delegate
of Equatorial Guinea in the Security Council.
Why are you spending your Easter-holidays with
a bunch of nerdy university-student instead of enjoying your free time?
For me it is a great opportunity to get to know people from abroad and improve my English. Also I do not
go somewhere for holiday so this is a great project. It is
a lot of fun and a chance to surpass oneself.
How did you get to know MUIMUN?
Our social studies teacher introduced MUIMUN to
us. Earlier I took part in a simulation of the EU-parliament which was nice but shorter and in German. So I

By Marco Stoever

MUIMUN
thought that the MUIMUN might be a great opportunity to learn something new.
Why did you choose the Security Council?
It had the most interesting topics for me personally. Also I was looking for a challenge and the Security
Council definitely is since it is the most advanced. This
committee also has the power to make influential decisions. I wanted to feel what it’s like to have this kind
of power.
Is it hard for you to debate in this advanced committee?
The beginning was a little difficult because I did not
have a lot of time to prepare due to my exams. In the
small amount of time I prepared the topic we unfortunately did not discuss until now. Besides, I was intimidated by the good speeches of the other delegates. But
I got drawn in by the others very well and managed
to incorporate the positions of my country. This way I
already learned a lot.
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Would you recommend MUIMUN to your
friends?
Definitely! I would encourage anyone who might be
interested to take part. There might seem to be a gap
between the High school and the university students.
But this imaginary gap is not that big and during the
debate you can interact on eye level. I would also like
to take part in other MUNs in the future.
What was your highlight until now?
The unmoderated caucuses, because I was able to
speak colloquial English. But the moderated caucuses
were also good, because I was able to use vocabulary I
learned that I would otherwise probably never use.
What about the socials?
The socials are awesome, because you can leave
your role as a delegate and get to show your own personality. So you get to know your fellow delegates from
another perspective and also learn about their different
cultures. The food is also very nice.
By Leonie Habisch

MUIMUN Pub Quiz: The Competition is On!
“The winner takes it all”, “Highway to Hell” or “New
York, New York”.

“The pub Quiz is mainly about having fun, not
about the competition,” stated one of the MUIMUN
team members at the beginning of the evening. Delegates didn’t seem to agree: Cheers, clapps, and
celebrations accompanied all three quiz rounds and
each group was eager to see their name on the first
place!
This year’s questions covered a wide range of topics: From history and politics to movies, sports, and
health: Any team wanting to win had to prove their superiority in many different areas. Especially tough was
a tasks called city lights, during which participants had
to identify a city after a seeing a nightly capture of it taken from above. As if that wasn’t difficult enough, they
also had to mark the town on a world map.
Questions were sorted in several categories such as

While each question in the categories was usually
followed by heated discussions among the team members, the special challenges were of a different kind.
For example, the groups had to identify theme songs of
popular series and guess the release year of a number
of songs. Instead of silently discussing their answers,
some teams preferred to sing along to the music. Special recognition must go to the MUIMUN team members who reenacted famous movie scenes for a quiz
challenge. Their performance of “50 Shades of Grey”
had everyone laughing out loud and was almost better
than the real movie.
The atmosphere grew tense once all answers had
been revealed and the winner was to be announced.
Loud table knocking bridged the time the team needed
to determine the triumphant group. Closely followed by
the “Secret Sasquatch Society” and team “Make Laws
not wars”, team “DEWNO” could secure the victory
and proudly celebrated its success.
By Lara Lawinczak
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COMMITTEE

Security Council: „We Had Enough Fun for Half a Year“

The Security Council started by discussing their
working paper about the topic of peace talks regarding North Korea‘s nuclear weapons program.
They then welcomed the North Korean representative for another time. She asked why the DPRK should
stop testing nuclear weapons since their program “is the
best in the world”. Also, the DPRK is “never willing to
stop their nuclear program” and demands that the international community also takes a step towards them.
After another round of negotiation about the working
paper, the chairs initiated a gossip round. As there has
not been a lot of rumours, gossip, embarrassing punish-

ments or anything alike the atmosphere was quite sceptical and awkward. But when reading the anonymous
papers out loud everyone had a good laugh, just like the
delegate of France put it “We had enough fun for half a
year in the last 30 minutes”. The delegates then learned
about the crisis they will have to deal within the next
days. In the last seconds before the suspension of the
meeting for lunch, the member states of the Security
Council submitted their working paper to the chairs.
The working paper calls for bilateral talks between North Korea and the five main actors Republic
of Korea, People’s Republic of China, United States of
America, Russian Federation and Japan in the conflict,
resolving that for the duration of the diplomatic talks
a ceasefire condition will be put in place and recommends guidelines for the talks. One country was not
really satisfied with the outcome of the working paper
so it is uncertain how the formulating of the draft resolution will proceed.
By Leonie Habisch

Historical Committee: „This is a Dark Hour for Europe“

Just as peace is in sight – the Resolution was
elected und adopted by the majority – everything
breaks down. Was the conflict doomed since the beginning?
Australia, Belgium, Cuba, France, Iran, Peru, the
UK, the USA, the USSR and Yugoslavia have voted,
namely in favour of their Resolution. Everything seems
to come into place – if it was not for the chairs, that
presented a completely different outcome than anyone
expected.
We are now on the 30th of October 1956: Israeli
armed forces – supported by the United Kingdom and

France – invade Egypt toward the Suez Canal. Soon,
vigorous counterblasts follow by the USSR, Yugoslavia
and Australia. Egypt does no longer want to look helplessly and plans to fight back. The delegate of Yugoslavia exclaims: „This is a dark hour for Europe“. This
is when the USA cuts in, sympathising with Egypt and
directing towards the USSR: „Are you willing to start a
war you cannot win?“. China strives for a more diplomatic way, stating that all parties need to be protected
from war and immediate actions are needed.
International war is now within one‘s reach and the
delegates are becoming more and more tense. Former
alliances are broken, and finding a solution seems to be
as difficult as ever.
At the end of the session and supported by the loud
knocking of many delegates, the delegate of Peru finishes: „Sorry, United Kingdom; sorry, France, but the
world is not your playground anymore!“.
By Linde Buder
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ICC: A Matter of Fact
The Prosecution has called all her witnesses, all
evidence was brought to court. The situation as presented is clear: the defendants, namely Alfredo Elk,
the president of Cutis, Heart Zizi, the captain of the
Cutis army and the soldiers Fezilito Mars and Creativito Venus are, in the opinion of the Prosecution,
guilty of crimes against humanity, war crimes and
genocide of the Anana people.
The International Criminal Court has jurisdiction only on matters that concern the above-mentioned
crimes. Therefore it is vital for the Prosecution to proof
that the actions that happened on the 8th June 2017
were in fact not only matters of national law but must
as well be punished by the international community.
On the other hand, the actions that were undertook
by the Placebian army, who occupied the Western parts
of Cutis as a reaction to the mass rape of hundreds of
Anana women and children, on the 18th August 2017
must also be brought into consideration. To the Prosecution it is clear that captain Heart ZiZi acted with the
intent to extinguish the Anana people, his speech and
the interview he gave to a national TV channel clearly
indicate his hate and disapproval of the Anana people.
Moreover, he gave orders to his soldiers to use a secret weapon which, as the Prosecution states, clearly
was the systematic rape of Anana women. It was used

in order to harm the Anana people not only on a physical but also on a psychological level and to ensure that
the population is eventually extinct. The president of
Cutis however gave the instructions to his captain to
put an end to the nation and is therefore liable for the
actions and commands given by Heart ZiZi. The Prosecution states that everyone who was involved on the
side of the Cutis people was aware of the reasons for the
attack and also aware that the sexual touch will disgrace
Anana women in the eyes of their people.
Now the Defence is able to call her witnesses, present
their evidence and possibly disprove the Prosecution’s
arguments.
By Julia Guzik

CEPAL: “Not Realistic”?
CEPAL is now in the middle of their discussion
on how equitable education systems can be provided
in the Latin American countries.
The socialist block, formed by Cuba, Bolivia, Ecuador, Venezuela with Mexico and Peru as co-signers, as
well as the liberal block comprised of the MERCOSUR
(Southern Common Market; an economic and commercial group of countries in South America) States Brazil
and Uruguay, with Argentina and Chile as co-signers,
handed in their working papers yesterday.
Even though Mexico and Peru co-signed the working paper of the socialist block signalizing to sympathize with their positions, the two delegations continue
working on their own paper.
The main goal of the socialist bloc led by Cuba is
the “complete elimination of private education and the
transformation of private schools into state schools”,
the Cuban delegate stated yesterday.
The MERCOSUR block’s main focus lies on the implementation of additional courses for teachers, scholarship programs for kids from rural areas and extensions of libraries at schools.
The Brazilian delegation deems Cuba’s goal “not
realistic”. Even though the MERCOSUR block seems
open for the idea of the conversion of private into public education “in the long run”, they are open for a

coalition with Cuba only in case the socialist bloc presents “less radical” ideas. Still, the Cuban delegation
presents itself “very optimistic, since the Cuban education system has been very successful” and expects prosperous discussions leading to other delegations joining
their coalition.
First draft resolutions are expected to follow in the
course of the day.
By Rebekka Wilhelm
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UN Women: Finalizing the Working Paper

Monday morning in the UN-Women Committee:
Delegates are leaning back in their chairs, suppressing a yawn. The chairs and the legal advisor seem
sleepy as well. Luckily, the chairs came up with a
little game to wake everyone up so that the debate
could go on.
After some general speeches reminding the committee of what had been discussed so far, Albania asked the
other delegates to better structure the discussion. “We
need to distinguish between what we can do for female
refugees before, during, and after the flight. Depending
on which step we’re looking at, measures must be implemented either in war zones or in the host countries,”

Albania pointed out. In the following moderated caucus
on possible strategies to help in war zones, a conflict
arose. While Columbia and Estonia believe that international support for countries in wars or conflicts is necessary, the delegations of India and Iran are concerned
about national sovereignty and would rather concentrate on possibilities to help refugees after arriving in host
countries.
Another source of disagreement among the delegates was Estonia’s wish to focus on and change stereotypes and perceptions about women in the media. “We
don’t see how the media can play a role in improving
the situations of women in refugee camps. The female
refugees need immediate help and they can’t get that
through the media,” criticised Albania.
Even though there are some conflicts among the delegates, the committee used their unmoderated caucus
to finalize the working paper. Suggested resolutions
concern the education of refugees, a quota for female
staff in refugee camps, a refugee council and sources of
funding. The working paper will be handed to the chairs
tomorrow and we will keep you updated on its success!
By Lara Lawniczak

UNEP: Still No Resolutions – Cumbre Vieja About to Erupt

Yesterday’s UNEP session did not produce significant progress. The negotiations got stuck in the
formulation of draft resolutions.
Three working papers were about to be finalized
Sunday evening, yet Monday’s session did not produce
any new results. One draft paper, still in development
though, pointed in the direction of increasing collaboration and sharing of expertise and technology as well
as educating people to raise awareness for sustainability. Its main sponsors South Africa, Brazil and Fiji however, preferred not to submit the paper to the chair.
Instead, many similarities between the papers lead to

extensive negotiations on the merger of at least two of
the papers. In repeated unmoderated caucuses, the coalitions tried to find common ground. Short interruptions
of speeches and moderated caucuses circled around the
question whether a global agreement is actually possible regarding the broad range of regional and national
contexts. The United States refused at one point any
cooperation in the committee, as they were seeing economic growth at risk, both domestic and international,
if any further action was to be taken.
During the following caucus, only Peru and Iceland
continued to work on an alternative paper. The other
delegations tried to merge the remaining two drafts,
which proved to be too difficult to be completed within
time yesterday.
Shortly before the closing of the meeting, unexpected and alarming news arrived. Reports on an imminent eruption of Cumbre Vieja, a volcano on the Canary
Islands, disrupted the committee members. A prompt
response is necessary – the challenge for UNEP has increased dramatically.
By Jacob Steinmann
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ECOSOC: Deceptive Harmony
ECOSOC seems to be the committee least effected by the alcoholic disruption that happened the
night before at the global village party.
Incredibly, all delegates were on time and the debates went more productive and constructive than ever
before, so that a resolution on the topic of Youth Unemployment might be passed today. And not only that:
All delegates are writing on the same working paper,
looking for compromises and amendments rather than
crucial votes. „They are all working together, which
is amazing,“ chair Maria Shloma praised the committee, only having a few minor remarks on the working
paper the delegates have submitted yesterday. But the
Harmony might be deceptive since one delegation is
trying to induce a fire: „We are looking for a gap to
start some conflicts. We know there are some problems
in my country, and we wouldn’t have proof to defend
ourselves, so we are trying to push other delegations
against the US.“
The delegation of the US indeed seems to follow
their own interests, as the following dialogue suggests:
Delegate of Nigeria: „Should we find another expression for ‚brain drain‘?“
Delegate of the US: „We don’t care about brain drain.“
Delegate of Nigeria: „You should, because you want
our economies to work, right?“

Delegate of the US: „Do we?“
Apart from secondary battlefields like these, the delegates work looks promising, making suggestions on
many important topics such as the exchange of knowledge, improvements of education, and social welfare.
Let us see if the harmony will continue!
By Marco Stoever

SPECPOL: “Accident on the Road to Peace“
In today’s session the members focused on Palestine children imprisoned and detained by Israeli
military. Israel finally took part in the discussions
and stated its reason for imprisoning Palestine
children. Most other nations condemned Israel for
its actions but could not agree on a strategy on how
to tackle the problem effectively.
The UK called the treatment of Palestine children in
Israel a “tragic accident on the road to peace” that must
be solved as fast as possible. Israel reasoned that those children are a threat to national security as they are
heavily influenced by the Hamas and will eventually
become terrorists themselves. To add, they claimed that
the children were better off in Israeli prisons than being
radicalized by the Hamas.
The Yemeni delegate responded that child imprisonment is forbidden and that Israel is arbitrarily using its
power on the Palestine youth. It requested to set all Palestine children free. The US supported Israel’s view,
arguing that the Hamas are using those children as human shields. Therefore they need to be taken away from
the Palestine community. Solutions proposed as an alternative to imprisonment were education systems and
scholarships as well as rebuilding demolished schools.
Education is still believed to be the best prevention for
radical views. As the UK pointed out, putting Palestine

children in prison makes them detest Israel and pushes
them towards the ideology of the Hamas. Overall discussions have been fruitful and delegates intensely worked on creating working papers. Two were so far established, with the US and Israel creating one and Iran,
Russia and North Korea creating another one. Everyone
is looking forward to another day of constructive debate.
By Julia Hufnagel

PANORAMA
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#MUIMUN2018
Connect yourself and send us a note
at:
or feed our anonymous Gossip Box in
the hall.

Today´s Schedule
09:00 - 12:00
12.00 - 01.30
01.30 - 06:00
08.00 - 09.30
09.30 - 00.00

Committee Session 5
Lunch Break
Committee Session 6
Nightwatchman Tour
Pub Crawl

The Curious Incidents
of the United Nations
The United Nations, with their formal
debate rules and high profile diplomats,
are not often the place for colourful
metaphors. But when they are, it is always memorable. Venezuelian president
Hugo Chávez spoke in the General Assembly in 2006, referring to the speaker
from the day before, US president George Bush: „Yesterday, the devil came
here. And it smells of sulfur still today.“
When he came back in 2009, and
America had a new president, he referred to his earlier speech one more
time: „It no longer smells like sulfur.“

A Riddle
Five hundred begins it,
five hundred ends it,
Five in the middle is seen;
First of all figures,
the first of all letters,
Take up their stations between.
Join all together,
and then you will bring
Before you the name of an eminent king.
Who am I?
You‘ll find the solution in the next edition.
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