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An insight into Non-MUN life
Workshops

Being five days long, MUIMUN certainly is one of
the longer conferences out there. To prevent delegates
from getting too lost in the world of motions, caucuses
and resolutions, it is a tradition to reserve one afternoon for workshops, teaching the participants about
UN-related topics in a fun and interactive way.
The delegates who visited the workshop about Ethical and Technical Standards in Disaster Response learned
how to build a refugee camp, guided in a table top experience by Armin Tretner from the Red Cross. He included
the audience in making decisions on where to build the
pharmacy, the hospital and the water tanks, impressively
demonstrating how many things you have to take into
account, for example when setting up latrines: „In some
places, people will not sit down on a toilet that is facing
Mekka“, he explained, after an audience member had put
one of the wooden blocks (symbolising latrines) in the
direction of the sign that showed towards the holy city.
The workshop on exploring a Career with the United
Nations, animated by Michael Seckler, managed to attract
a very large amount of delegates. After a brief introduction on his own career, Michael Seckler entered the core
of the subject: what is required to be able to work for the
UN? How does one land a job at such a prestigious institution? The delegates received a clear guidance on how
to organize their résumés and interview, as well as the
Do‘s and Don‘ts for the solicitations towards the UN. Through improvised interviews between the delegates, the
main lessons to keep in mind for the résumés consisted
in being clear, precise and concise. When it comes to the
interviews, preparation is the key.
For delegates who couldn’t get enough of MUN and
wanted to hone their persuasive abilities, MUIMUN also
provided an appropriate workshop. In the “Negotiation
Skills” workshop given by Henning Höber (lecturer in

Münster), delegates improved their bargaining qualities
through practical examples as well as theoretical knowledge, and learned: negotiation is the art of psychology.
Playing with expectations and different options will lead
to finding creative solutions step by step. These negotiation techniques, originally from an economic context work
very well in the diplomatic political context too. Watch out
for the participants from this workshop in the upcoming
committee sessions!
In the workshop on European Security and Defence, Sven Heinrichs from the EEAS (European External
Action Service) emphasized the importance of the delegates’ participation. He started his workshop by brainstorming on various terms (EU, EEAS, CFSP and CSDF) to
see how much the delegates already knew. While the first
half of the workshop dealt with a general overview of the
Security and Defence policy of the EU, the second half
was dedicated to a case study on the EU’s engagement to
support the Central African Republic recovering from its
latest crisis in 2013.
The delegates who attended the Design Thinking
workshop got to experience how great innovators of the
world like Steve Jobs formulate their genius inventions.
Facilitated by Marian Turowski, they went through the
task of creating an ideal wallet prototype in just 40 minutes for their assigned partner. The practical exercise led
delegates to discover different things about their thinking
processes and how to improve in everyday life. One has to
be observant and understand the problem first in order to
create something that can be enjoyed by everyone. Delegate Joséphine Sangaré said, „I tend to overthink things so
the exercise was a lesson to ‚just do it‘ and then improve
on what you‘ve already created.“
By Juliane Miller
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The many faces of MUIMUN
Interview

On behalf of the Organisation Team: Maximilian
Wendisch
Who are you and what is your task in this year‘s
conference?
My name is Max and I am along with partner Louis,
one of the coordinator of this conference. The main task
is to coordinate the work of the organizing team and to
make sure during the week and during the last year that
every part of the conference and the organizing work is
properly worked out
How did you get to know about MUIMUN and since
when have you been a part of the team?
I learnt about MUIMUN two years ago, when I was
in New York and participated at the NMUN conference,
with the delegation of Münster and some of them were

in the organizing team of the MUIMUN. This is there
my second time as part of the MUIMUN organizing
team.
Why do you participate in and organise MUNs?
I just love the atmosphere of MUN conferences and
to be able to know people from all over the world and
learn about new cultures.
What aspect of MUIMUN took the longest to prepare?
There are many things to prepare and I‘m not sure
about which of them took the longest. We prepared for
this conference for a big part of the year now, and every team ad sub team of the MUIMUN organizing team
does the best to prepare for this conference.
What is your favourite memory or experience of
your MUN-life so far?
I‘m not sure if I have a favurite memory of favourite
moment, I love participating to MUN, as well as organizing, but it‘s mostly the overall atmosphere that I love
about MUN conference.
Complete the following sentence: The best way to
compensate this week‘s lack of sleep is...
...to visit my family when we are finished with MUIMUN and to take a whole week off.
By Inès Jemili

The glorious victory of the Deadline Dodgers
Pub Quiz

Rumour has it, that the Westphalian Diplomat‘s
team is the smartest of all teams. Yesterday‘s pub
quiz was mainly shaped by their glorious victory.
With all due modesty, it has to be said that the WeDi
team „Deadline Dodgers“ did, and we are really trying
to use diplomatic language here, completely smashed
the other teams into the ground.
In spite of their name, they did not dodge anything,
not even the most difficult questions. Not only were
they smart enough to know almost all of the answers,
they were also able to convert them into letters and put
them on the paper.
Not all teams were as good at that, obviously, not
even „The Unmoderated Chairs“ that came in second,

but the loud cheers from many of the tables when the
answers were announced showed the high level of
knowledge that is spread all over of the MUIMUN conference. I
nternational politics, pop music, sports, Brangelina
– The 119 delegates, chairs and press knew them all.
Especially the movie category, where the quiz team replayed famous movie scenes that had to be guessed by
the candidates was answered with excellence.
However, although all the members‘ knowledge is
one important factor when looking for the reasons, one
other factor is not to be forgotten: The oscar worthy
performance of the actors in the clips, with their adaptation of ‚Twilight‘ especially being a lot better than the
original movie.
A lot of privacy had to be exposed, when conference
members had to answer a round of very personal questions in the first section of the quiz. Some people embarrassingly had to reveal that they have not seen all the
Game of Thrones episodes. Shame on you!
By Marco Stoever
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A cleric takes political action to promote human rights
Equality series

In today’s edition of the Equality Series we will
introduce you to Desmond Tutu – a human rights
activist and recipient of the Nobel Peace Price in
1984. He was born in South Africa in 1931 and has
(amongst other positions) been the Bishop of Lesotho and Cape Town.
During apartheid he strongly opposed the
„constructive engagement“ of the Reagan administration in the US. In 1978 he became Secretary General of
the South African Council of Churches, which enabled
him to continue his fight against apartheid in an even

more efficient manner, having almost all churches of
the country backing his position.
When a new constitution was to be implemented
in South Africa in 1983 to facilitate the battle against
anti-apartheid groups, he helped to prevent these changes by forming the National Forum Committee.
Tutu’s peaceful approach and consistent advocacy
for reconciliation between all parties involved in apartheid made his work particularly remarkable. Being very
outspoken about apartheid inside of South Africa and
abroad, he often compared it to Nazism during World
War II.
His activism eventually resulted in his passport
being revoked twice by the government and even him
being jailed briefly after having participated in a protest march. However, it is believed that he was spared
harsher penalties due to his increasing international
reputation at the time and his remarkable non–violent
approach. In fact, he was known to harshly criticize the
violent approach of some anti–apartheid groups such
as the African National Congress and to denounce terrorism.
Just as every other character presented to you over
the course of this series, Desmond Tutu has brought us
one step further on the pursuit of equality.
By Izabela Szklarczyk

City of Münster – The lake „Aasee“
Do’s and don’ts in Münster’s “Central Park”

Münster’s universities teach about 50,000 students. They all need to go somewhere to enjoy the
sun in summer. Basically, there are two spots you
can go to: the canal in the east of the city and the
Aasee very close to the city center and to the main
university buildings.
The lake is artificial, dammed up to protect Münster from floods by the river Aa. Although the area had
been swamped regularly for centuries, it was only in
the 1920s that the plans to create a lake were realized.
Besides the inundation protection function, the Aasee
was planned as a corridor for fresh air to reach the city.
As the wind usually blows from the south-west in Münster, the incoming air can cool over the water before it
reaches the center of the town.
With a lot of park area around it, the lake is the per-

fect place to go after lectures to lie down on the grass.
Almost everything is possible here: an incalculable
number of joggers orbit the Aasee at all times of the
day, people play music, football or Frisbee and – most
importantly – have barbecues everywhere. If the smoke is not too dense, you can watch the boats. A sunset
over the lake is one of the most beautiful things you can
enjoy in Münster. The giant white balls are a sculpture
meant to show pool balls.
If you have ever seen the river that is dammed up
to form the Aasee, you will wonder how long it took
to fill it with so much water. Well, here we come to the
greatest disadvantage: in contrast to the canal, you better not swim in the lake…as tempting as it may seem.
The water quality is very poor allowing only algae to
live in it.
Right now, it would be too cold anyway. But walking to and from the Mensa, you can have a look at the
lake – it really is a jewel, so central and green.
By Jacob Steinmann
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CEPAL: Considerable progress

In today’s morning session of the CEPAL committee a considerable progress has been made in terms of the working paper. One of the topics discussed
was the security of women in developing countries
and the rates of victims of violence including the frequency of cases going unreported.
In an unmoderated caucus the committee had the
possibility to discuss women’s education and discussing phrases that were to be included to meet every delegation’s interests. Changing women’s position on the
job market, the improving of access to contraception
and the financing of these projects.

The delegation of Spain has pointed out the challenges other regions have to face such as the refugee crisis
in Europe or Donald Trump’s presidency in the USA
and reminded the other delegates of the importance of
finding quick and sustainable solutions.
It was pointed out by Ecuador that many women
have to do unpaid work such as raising children and
taking care of their family. This is deemed unjust by
the state of Ecuador because it makes their efforts seem
less valuable to society. The suggested solution was to
implement a welfare system in which women who cannot pursue a career due to having to take care of their
family are supported financially.
Some final adjustments were made to the working
paper concerning the percentage of homeless women
and the amount of money that could be used for this
cause. This project was described as empowering and
beneficial to the individual countries’ economies helping them to make use of their potential.
One very important issue was that most of the countries in the committee are struggling with economic
problems and do not have the necessary means.
The session was suspended, however it is very much
possible that we will be presented with a more elaborate
version of the current working paper tomorrow.
By Izabela Szklarczyk

ECOFIN: Ding! Ding! Ding! Round one!

As the sun’s warm rays peeped out yesterday afternoon, the atmosphere in the Economic and Financial
committee got colder and colder.
Following the completion of the two working papers
based on the issue of trade barrier alleviation, the Economic and Financial committee proceeded to fine-tune their
papers and state the terms by which they were willing to
negotiate. The two blocs doubled down against each other,
all illusions of a desire for unity thrown out the window.
Strong alliances were formed. For the developed countries’ side, the delegations of Germany, the USA and Mexico sponsored one draft resolution while Saudi Arabia,
Vietnam and Zimbabwe sponsored the draft resolution on

the developing countries’ side.
This echoes the age old battle seen throughout history. The tug of war between the two categories of nations
continues as developing countries seek the environment
to be allowed to grow socially politically and economically while developed countries try to protect their interests
as well by demanding aid money is not flushed down the
drain through misappropriation of funds and corruption.
Both sides have valid points. However, even in the past
decades world leaders are yet to come to a solid conclusion for both sides to benefit satisfactorily. However, the
ECOFIN delegates are faced with that very same dilemma
and must come up with their own solution.
The developed countries’ draft resolution was officially
presented. Developing countries, led by the delegations of
Vietnam and Zimbabwe came out guns blazing. Their major concerns were ensuring they were given enough time
for a transition period regarding the gradual elimination of
trade barriers in order to stabilize domestic markets.
The committee chairs then helped the delegates go
about the process of submitting amendments on the draft
resolution.
By Soila Kenya
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DISEC: Results in sight?
The third day at DISEC continues with heated
debates on fully autonomous weapons. Alarmed by
the idea of future scenarios including artificial intelligence like in the movies „I, Robot“ and „Terminator“, and with the support of the chairs and the legal
team, the committee managed to essentially finish
two working papers with opposing views.
The two parties‘ main goals have not changed. Continuing Sunday’s path, the working paper submitted by
Canada, Israel and Czech Republic still aims for a relatively relaxed regulatory approach, as the delegations
do not want to be stopped from continuing research on
robotics and artificial intelligence. As ban is not considered effective, the focus is rather put on self-restraint
and light regulation. The Coalition lead by Iran and Argentina continues on planning a strong and strict ban.
Since the draft resolutions are quite similar, yet too
different to be merged, both sides are still trying to
win over undecided delegates. As there seems to be to
little communication between the two sides about the
content of papers, there are approximately ten delegates
who are not exactly in full support of either working
paper, left in the dark about the exact way the opposite
side plans to accomplish their goal.
Most smaller countries are siding with the ban due
to their fear regarding terrorism. This apparently leaves
the supporters of light regulation and self-restraint in a
more challenging situation.

Interestingly, the paper submitted second (aiming
at a complete ban) ends up being finished earlier, while the one submitted first (aiming at light regulation/
self-restraint) still needs to be finalized. It is expected
that the delegates start debating on the second paper
this morning and then move on the discussion about the
first right afterwards.
By Rebekka Wilhelm

ICC: Prosecution closes case, defense reveals new evidence
By summing how the objective and subjective
elements of genocide and war crimes are met, the
prosecution rests her case. Meanwhile, the defense
opens her case by revealing potentially exculpatory
conversations between Nota and president Kazu of
Momo as well as the witness Mary Ulipo.
After hearing the testimony of the former BLA
officer Mary Ulipo the day before as well as today’s
testimony of an expert witness of Human Rights Watch
to the Situation in Basila after the cyber-attack, the prosecution rests. Regarding the first count of genocide,
Art. 6 of the Rome Statute, the objective element of
killing and causing serious bodily harm and partly destruction to a national group (here the Zurial civilians of
Basila) would have been met. Secondly, the prosecution elaborated how the previous testimony of president
Kazu and especially Captain Nota’s speech before the
BLA would show Nota’s expressed hatred against all
Zurials, thus would prove the special intent necessary
to find the Captain guilty of genocide. Furthermore,
they indicated how cyber warfare, as demonstrated by
the Human Rights Watch expert, must indeed be considered warfare in regard to the dimension and consequences, and that therefore Art. 8, war crimes, would
also be fulfilled. However, defense counters in their
presentation that the intent that marks genocide as the
“crime of crimes” has not been proven beyond a reasonable doubt. Whilst Nota would have been filled by

hatred towards the Zurial regime, she would not have
intended the death of civilians. Subsequently, defense
presents two transcripts that both indicate how Nota
found out that the Momo president actually initiated the
attack and the witness Ulipo knew of this, consequently
raising doubts about the latter’s credibility. Might this
case still take an unexpected turn?
By Franziska Hasselbach
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LoN: Like a Phoenix from the Ashes

The League of Nations is dead. Long live the League of Nations! After Italy announced its intent to
withdraw from the League of Nations on Sunday,
the League sees itself forced to dissolve in order to
prevent Italy from vetoing important decisions while sitting out the two year waiting period until its
actual withdrawal.
Subsequently, after multiple extensions of several unmoderated caucuses, a new League of Nations is
established, excluding Italy, Brazil and Romania.
This new League promptly draws up a resolution to
finally deal with the Italian-Albanian conflict, calling
for economic sanctions against Italy and severing all

diplomatic relations with the country until the conflict
is resolved. The neighbouring countries are also urged
to restrain the movement of Italian citizens. Furthermore, foreign bank accounts owned by Italian citizens
and officials are to be frozen. Yugoslavia is called upon
to refrain from unilateral military action in Albanian
territory not sanctioned by the League. Albania is to
receive financial aid, military aid and help in protecting
minorities. Furthermore the creation of a multinational
military alliance is encouraged to take action in case
the sanctions fail to prevent Italy from showing military
aggression in Albania.
It remains to be seen whether these measures will
prove themselves to be effective in improving the situation in Albania, as it is still unclear how Italy will react
to the newest developments. Indeed, there have been
unofficial reports hinting at the creation of an organisation to oppose the League of Nations by Italy and other
nations. For sure, there are many interesting developments to be expected today.
By Juliane Miller

SC: Close to closing the gap

Hard work pays off! The Security Council is making ongoing progress regarding their debates on
closing the gaps in global pandemic preparedness.
As anticipated, Senegal’s effort in insisting on their
point of view leads to a renewed working paper. In this
document of joint forces, aspects of the first working
paper as well as new details are noted down. Special
esteem has to be given to the United States as well as to
Uruguay for their commitment.
The first point on the agenda of the working paper
focuses on establishing a Medicine Availability Program which should be designed to work in cooperation
with the World Health Organisation. This cherishes the

Senegal’s arguments of focusing on the supply of medicines in all countries. Furthermore, the participating
delegations want to encourage UN members to conduct
education programs for the local citizens, an idea first
put on the floor by Ethiopia. Fighting counterfeiting
medicine industries is still on the list, being accompanied by a lot of ideas and measures how to do this.
One organization will of course be discussed when
talking about global medicine and health measures: The
World Health Organisation (WHO), according to the
working paper, is in the need of some changes. Some
delegates go even further: In session, the question of
establishing a new organisation or at least a subordinated institution in addition to the WHO ensured that
serious debates will follow today.
Some health organizations (especially local ones in
the Africa Great Lakes region) keep a close eye on the
ongoing debate and would like see the SC focusing on
more concrete and immediate actions due to unstable
conditions in the named region as well as rising numbers of bubonic plague infections.
By Lisa Neidl
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UNHCR: First resolution passed!
UNHCR is, as always, up to the task, proposing
really early two draft resolutions. Their ability to
work together pays off. Brilliantly lead by their
chairs, a consensus is reached among the committee over the first resolution sponsored by Pakistan,
Greece, Tunisia and Germany.
The multiplication of unmoderated caucuses
seems to be the most productive way of working for
the delegates. Quickly enough they manage to reach
the process of amendment in which France stands out.
During the second part of the session, the agreement
becomes even stronger thanks to fruitful conversations
leading thus towards the vote of the resolution. The resolution successfully passes, having 22 members voting in favour out of 24. The abstention of Yemen and
the disapproval of the United States of America are the
reasons why there was no unanimity.
The resolution itself is well structured, containing first elements of definitions, which can be seen as
the outcome of the agreements of the last days. On the
very first lines, the definition of the legal framework
over climate migrant is noticing that “climate migrants
flee due to an environmental disaster or an unavoidable environmental event.” There is an emphasis on the
promotion of repatriation of the fled citizens and on the
importance of infrastructures in terms of prevention,
but also to help the host countries. A clever reference to
the Paris agreement and the Nansin initiative underlines

the professionalism of the delegates. They indeed acknowledge the importance of cooperation, which is why
in their resolution a recommendation to collaborate
with UNDP is present. The purpose is to create regional
disaster management programs to be at the source of
the problem.
It is overall a very concise resolution, proving
once again the quality of work of this committee. The
second topic is now what will keep UNHCR busy.
By Inès Jemili

UNEP: Another step forward
Monday‘s UNEP committee session is all about
progress. The delegates split themselves into different groups and submit to their chairs two working
papers. The process on forming those into a draft
resolution is on.
The two different blocks of delegates are on one
hand the influential industrial countries like Russia, the
United States of America, Australia, Iran and Venezuela. On the other hand, there is developing countries such
as Haiti, Tanzania but also Germany and New Zealand.
The working paper sponsored by Russia highlights the
value of traditional energy, and focuses on reminding
other countries to keep socioeconomic aspects in mind,
to uphold a certain stability and to not lose jobs in the
energy sector. One speaker working on the paper points
out on behalf of his group that they “are not against renewable energies”, putting them in the minority.
The delegation of Iran, also being part of the group
working on that first paper, stresses that “Fossil fuel
has done much for us and could do more”. While, these
countries seem to be eager to not lose what their economy is based upon, others are trying to leave the slippery oil road the world is on right now. Their plan is
to implement a reward system for ecologically friendly
countries and investing in education. Alex Cordero provides a warm shower of praise by declaring to the Westphalian Diplomat: “We were really surprised. When we
asked who had done MUN before, only three raised

their hands. I thought we were not going to make it happen. We can‘t explain it so that everyone understands
the rules. But we did a good job in explaining and they
did an amazing work in understanding the rules”. It is
even more a source of pride, according to the chair, since the subject is really complex: “Environment sounds
hippie, cool, but it‘s actually not that easy”.
By Marco Stoever
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Who am I?

„I am not, I was not, I will not be,
and if you look, never find you will me,
I don’t have a substance, I never agree,
and if you spell it, I end with a g.
The answer is easy, I help if I may,
because if you name me, then nothing you say.“
*solution in tomorrow‘s edition

What word are we looking for?

Find 10 mistakes in the second picture
Today´s Schedule
09:00-12:00
12:00-01:30
01:30-06:00
08:00-09:30
09:30-00:00

Committee Session 5
Lunch Break
Committee Session 6
Nightwatchman Tour
Pub Crawl

Masthead
Münster University International Model United Nations

By Rebekka Wilhelm
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