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10 years of MUIMUN – more than a birthday!
Opening Ceremony

Welcome to one week of exciting discussions, interesting conversations and tons of fun! Yesterday evening,
the MUIMUN mood was set again with a great Opening
Ceremony and everyone attending quickly realized one
thing: This year will be special in many ways.
First things first: it is the 10th anniversary of this amazing conference, which is reason enough to be excited.
One decade of hard work, dedication and sleep deprivation has shaped MUIMUN until this very day and yet,
it shows no signs of aging or stopping. It is build to last.
The Secretary Generals, Katrin Schmuck and Julia Dunkel thanked everyone who made all the progress of the
last years possible. Everyone, from organizational team
members to delegates, is part of the MUN-Family and
plays a crucial role for the big success we can all witness
every year. Further, Speaker Prof. Dr. Ludwig, Prorector
of Research, expresses another important aspect, which
is that the people of MUIMUN help make Münster a
special, more open-minded place. And everyone new felt
how right he was about that.
And as if one special occasion is not enough, there
is another novelty in this year’s conference: For the first
time, two women take the place of General Secretariat
and they are more than proud of their achievement.

In her speech, Katrin Schmuck, expressed how happy she was about all her achievements and how she had
overcome many burdens over the past years. MUIMUN
was the perfect moment for her to step back and look at
the whole picture.

And stepping back to take another look really is what
this year’s conference topic is all about.
It is time to “press pause” and take your time to reconsider decisions and processes. Where are we, where
are we heading and what do we need to change? These
questions are not only applicable to MUIMUN, but also
to the current developments in our world.
Even the band West in Peace expressed the wish to
step back perfectly with their version of Fly me to the
Moon. Could there be any better place to get the whole
picture than from the moon?
After the Ceremony, the delegates themselves had
their first chance of pressing pause after their first day during the champagne reception. While snacks and drinks
were served, everyone was able to meet new people and
breathe in this week’s MUIMUN spirit.
By Johannes Huland
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The Many Faces of MUIMUN
Next-Generation Student: Ellen Baumhöfer (18)

very impressive already. I mean, with the Schloss being
the venue, the atmosphere of the conference is set: It
is great to escape your every-day life and everyone is
dressed up formally.
What are your expectations of the conference?
I really hope to gain new negotiation skills but
also learn about other cultures and religions with so
many international people participating. It is a good opportunity to find new friends and improve my English
at the same time.

NextGen Ellen Baumhöfer (18) is a last year
student at Gymnasium Wolbeck in Münster and
is currently representing Malaysia in the Security
Council.
How did you hear about MUIMUN and the NextGen
programme?
I have participated in Model United Nations conferences several times before. I had so much fun at
the conferences in the Netherlands for example, that I
did not want to miss out on further experiences. However, those conferences were all High School conferences. Therefore, I informed myself and came across
the possibilities in Münster and saw the NextGen programme as an ideal way to counter the next level of my
MUN-experience.
What are your first thoughts?
The workshops prior to the conference were great
- we learned a lot. And we had a lot of fun during all the
meetings. I found a lot of new friends already. Today is

What are your main aims for your time at MUIMUN?
I want to take part as much as possible in the discussions, improve my English and make international
friends. I really hope I can contribute a lot to the committee’s resolution(s) as I was able to do so during all
the conferences I participated in beforehand. And it
feels really good to see your own work in the final result.
Do you think you will return to MUIMUN next year,
and recommend it to your friends?
Obviously the conference has not really started yet
and seeing it is my first time at MUIMUN, I do not
know how it will be. But I am pretty sure, it will be great and a fantastic time and that I might come back as a
university student next year. Regarding recommending
it to my friends: That might be a bit difficult as my friends are not really interested in these kind of projects.
But for everyone else who is thinking about participating, I can say: MUNs, so also MUIMUN, is a great
opportunity to improve your English, gain negotiation
and social skills, acquire an understanding of diplomatic relations, and learn a lot about other cultures and
religions.
By Jacky Westermann and Tamar Khatiashvili

MUIMUN

3 | The Westphalian Diplomat

Peaceful city or adventure trip?
Walking over cobblestone, getting
to know the city and hearing frightening stories about those weird cages
high up in the church tower – the city
tour is one of MUIMUN’s classics.
“It is so calm and quiet here. And you
can see the sky – that’s rare in many Asian cities. I love the green eco-friendly
flair here” enthused Angela, a delegate
from Indonesia. Many Asian participants (Malaysia, China, Indonesia), as
well as other motivated delegates joined our local guides for the tour. Starting
with the Münster Schloss the tour did
not only cover historical places like the
Stadtweinhaus or the Prinzipalmarkt,
but also gave helpful insights for the
following week and free-time activities,
e.g. the Kreuzstraße, a party street where the pub crawl
will take place.
But not everything is peaceful and calm in Münster:
“This story about the rebels being trapped in the cages
at the Lamberti church was my favourite part” says Ali,
a member of the delegation from Hong Kong. “I mean,
those are the stories you tell at a bar. Creepy, but awesome.”
Life hacks were also given by the guides: “Do not
stand on the red line. NEVER, EVER do this or it will
be the last thing you did!” Meant is the cycle path, a
truly dangerous zone in Münster – which some of the

delegates had to learn the hard way by being pulled aside before being hit by some hectic bikers passing by.
Also walking through the old city streets paved with
cobblestone turned into an adventure for some female
delegates in high heels – one wrong step and your heel
gets stuck between the stones. After this adventurous
trip, some of the delegates made first new friendships
by getting lunch together at the canteen belonging to
the University. Yummy!
By Lisa Neidl

PoW: Shaping Europe‘s Future
When Chairs are called mediators and the delegates go by the title of envoy, it is not your everyday MUIMUN-committee. Welcome to the Peace of
Westphalia!
This week, countries like the Swedish Empire and
the Holy Roman Empire will be arguing about how to
settle peace for a continent, which had to bear the burden of war for 30 years and is now in ruins. From 1618
to 1648, Europe was plagued by a conflict between
Catholics and Protestants. Will they be able to put their
differences aside?
After the rules were explained to everyone, the
agenda for the next days was settled and one thing became clear: the disagreement between the two parties
could not be greater. Motions coming from Protestant
countries like the Swedish Empire are harshly rejected
by the Holy See, which stated that he will not accept
any suggestions coming from Protestants due to their
beliefs. Nevertheless, the envoys were able to settle the
agenda after some arguing and continued to their first
big topic: Hunger in Europe. The war had destroyed
crops and farms and many people suffer from famine.
There is only one way to fight this problem: two countries need to be cut off from their food supplies.

It is obvious that this question causes heated discussions, since no one wants to give up a country. The
Holy See even demands that Protestant countries are to
be punished due to their satanic beliefs. After some debating, Venice suggests that two small countries “which
cost more than they produce” should be denied access
to food. Finally it actually is this motion which gains a
majority of votes: The Old Swiss Federation and Landau and Strassbourg are cut off from food support, factually condemning the population there to starve.
By Johannes Huland
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EcoFin: Climate Finance
From the melting of Arctic ice to the floods in
South Asia and heavy smog in China, Climate change is a phenomenon that is inevitably affecting the
global population not just in terms of loss of valuable human and animal lives but it also impacts the
world economy. This year at the MUIMUN 2016,
the ECOFIN Committee kick started its session
by focusing on Climate Finance, mitigating Global Warming by financing the transition to Global
Growth in developing countries.
This year’s Chairs of the Committee, Franziska Funke and Sebastian Kaderjak, both experienced MUIMUNers, presided the committee. The committee chairs in
the very beginning briefed about the rules and regulations that the members need to follow and pressed on the
point of no deviating from the topic.
At the first session of the committee caucus, Australia emphasized to focus on the topic of Climate Finance
in a moderated session which was granted while Norway recommended to dedicate at least 1 minute to the
motion, Syria on the other hand gave the recommendation to dedicate 1 ½ minute to the motion which was
accepted. This followed the developing countries stand
over topic A and their expectations from the Developed
nations. Iraq and Indonesia were the first countries to
present their view followed by an order from the delegate of Costa Rica that was related to the discussion of Topic A, the motion was passed by the majori-

ty. In the near end of the session Argentina, Japan and
Bangladesh emphasized the need to focus on Climate
change and the strategies needed to be developed regarding Climate Finance, climate change and transition. The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea made a
point of order to classify each and every issue in Global
Climate Finance, the motion was accepted. In the end
the members in a moderated caucus debated over the
spending of money related to climate fund and where
it actually goes.
In the next coming days the committee will be focusing much more on the Climate Finance and the need to
involve developing nations in it.
By Fayeza Yahya

CEPAL: A first consensus is reached

Is the situation of cities in the process of climate change more important than the natural resources and foreign investments? Most of the delegates
stress the importance of discussing the natural resources problem, which exists in many South American States due to exploitation of natural resources.
Nevertheless all delegates in the “Economic Commission for Latin America and the Carribean” votes
in favour of the first topic, the first consensus in this
year’s spanish-speaking committee.
The delegate of the United States begins by explaining the connection of the two topics and pointing out
the advantages of focussing on the first topic, cities and

climate change. In his opinion, the knowledge about
climate change as one aspect of the three essential sustainability perspectives would lead to a more effective
discussion about the natural resources. Brazil mentions
that cities like Sao Paulo with 40 millions habitants are
very likely to face enormous problems in the future.
Therefore, it is necessary to establish a common framework in order to deal with actual and future environmental issues. After summarizing the first speeches all
agree on keeping in particular the social consequences
in mind.
The first motion to shorten the speaking time is raised but does not receive support from the majority. By
arguing about the role of economic strength to fight the
consequences of global warming and calling for joint
measures or institutions, the discussion becomes more
vivid. Venezuela is the only state emphasizing the responsibility of national ministers and institutions in
the first place. Moreover, it also denounces the impacts
of capitalism on environmental and sustainable goals.
“Capitalism also affects the consumer” (Venezuelan
delegate), a thesis the USA cannot leave unanswered
but is reminded to speak about the original topic. In the
end, the delegates agree on turning the focus upon detailed measures to facilitate sustainable urban development the next day.
By Patrick Gwinner
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DISEC: Finding a global solution for terrorism
This year´s first session of the DISEC
(the Committee on Disarmament and International Security) could decide between two
relevant topics. The first one, topic A - Formulating a globally feasible counter terrorism policy, is a recent issue for the international community which was shown the
latest example in Brussels or Pakistan. The
second topic is about a war where weapons
are used and a long direct contact between
people isn’t required any longer. Topic B Establishing a framework on the use of unmanned aerial vehicles is therefore not less
important.
As a result, it was not easy to come to a conclusion which of the two topics should be the
first and which one the second. For example,
the honoured delegate of Canada pointed out that the
use of drones is just a part of the fight against terrorism
and consequently the main topic should be a general
debate on how to defend the international community.
Whereas the honoured delegate of Japan announced
that it´s more likely to achieve a goal, when debating
about unmanned aerial vehicles because it´s a specified
topic.
Finally, the debate of terrorism became the first topic and the use of unmanned aerial vehicles the second
one because most of the delegates assumed that it is

of immense importance to first find a general solution
against terrorism and afterwards discuss about the way
how to do that in detail.
Right after the decision had been made the debate
already began, which reflects the importance and difficulty of this complex problem, which can only be solved if all nations work together. As a consequence, the
DISEC committee is looking forward to a lively debate
and hopefully a mutual, satisfying solution.
By Tatjana Hirte

ICC: Genocide and other crimes in Belair?
„I solemnly undertake that I will perform my
duties and exercise my power as a judge of the international criminal court honourably, faithfully,
impartially and conscientiously … “
After the presidents had briefed judges and agents
alike, partially in the rather spectacular manner of reciting certain rules of procedure in rhyme form – the
hammer fell, the formal session began and the judges
were sworn in with the aforementioned words. Anticipations were high as the case at hand is once again
a highly relevant and complex one, with the accused
being no other than President Noor-Irshad himself –
President of the Republic of Belair.

The Republic of Belair, a land-locked area of nearly 2,000,000 km² in the southern hemisphere, is inhabited by two ethnicities, the Sassuk and the Norep. As a
former colony, the country gained independence in the
year 1961. Yet the newly found peace and stability did
not last long and tensions arose between the ethnicities
as resources and wealth were distributed unequally –
tensions which since the early 2000s have continuously
escalated into violence.
In its tenth session, the court is consequentially asked to rule on whether:
1. The accused enjoys immunity - as incumbent
President of the Republic of Belair - which exempts
him from criminal liability before this Court or otherwise interferes with the Court’s ability to adjudicate on
the matter;
2. the accused is criminally responsible for genocide in the Republic of Belair.
Presented with the questions the prosecution
quickly moved to strengthen their key demands by various arguments - whilst the defence did not hesitate
to undermine these by bringing forward their counterclaim. With the presidents calling for more detailed arguments and many witnesses and evidence still to be
viewed, one can be sure that the following debates will
yield great potential.
By Sem Wiegand
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SC: To fight the fire
Who should be the world leader – Trump or
Putin? No wonder that a topic like this served well
as a starter to all the proper prepared delegates in
the meeting; whether the delegation of the Russian
federation saw Putin’s muscles as a promising argument for his leadership or Malaysia proposed to
“vote for Trump, so we can live in a happy world
forever and ever and ever…”. Still partly joking in
this warm-up, the delegates became serious when
it came to deciding between the two topics: Topic A
being ‘the continuous threat of ISIS and destabilisation of the North African region’ and topic B dealing
with ‘new modes of warfare.’
The debate about topic A took the floor first. As
the delegation of France – a speaker on point with some
talent for amusing formulations – put it: “The Daesh
is not a wind that will be blown away, it is a fire.” The
delegates in almost complete unity agreed that this fire
has to be extinguished as soon as possible and decided
to start with this topic from Thursday on.
Presidency of the Security Council, Saskia Millmann, understands the urge of the delegates to deal with
this topic: “The ISIS is a current threat that is all over
the media at the moment. Everyone got confronted with
it in the past.” According to her, the second topic has a
more abstract touch and seems less appealing therefor.
For the upcoming debate the next days, the presidency
is optimistic and full of expectations: “We are not limi-

ted to the status quo. Besides bringing down the ISIS,
the consequences in the more distant future matter as
well. Which condemnations will there be for the genocide, and will there be a trial? I am looking forward
that we will find answers to this as well as deciding on
concrete steps for the current situation.” Way to go SC!
By Lisa Neidl

UNHCR: “We are all Humans“
This year’s committee of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is focussing on one of the most pressing issues facing the
world’s community these days. Every single day, we
see reports of drowned people, fleeing their homes
due to war or conflict, confrontations of police and
hopeful people facing each other through closed border fences, or pictures of desperate parents handing
their children through barbed wire, hoping for them
to have a better, and more importantly, safer life.
By choosing topics
- A: UNHCR coordination and measures to tackle
the refugee crisis in Europe and
- B: Revision of the 1951 UN Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees and the 1967 Protocol
UNHCR chairs Ruth Forsyth and Alex Cordero
both introduced current and urgent themes to be discussed, and hopefully solved. Within the overall topic
of MUIMUN 2016, “Pressing Pause – The Paradox of
Pace in Politics”, UNHCR’s delegates are asked to step
back and take a look at the bigger picture.
Surely appreciated by all delegates, the agenda
was set quickly: The Honourable Delegate of Germany, as many of her fellow delegates, passionately argued in favour of the importance of Topic A. All agreed
that pressing pause might be important to figure out the

main concerns, however, that this pause button should
not be pressed for too long. Instead finding a solid, stable and sustainable solution as soon as possible should
be the main aim of this year’s UNHCR. Consequently,
a great majority (only two opposed) voted in favour.
Despite some empty chairs (the furniture!), the
great participation and flow of the session promises fruitful debates for the upcoming days, obviously in perfect formal attire and everyone being on their best behaviour after some clarifying words by the chairs (the
humans!) today.
By Jacky Westermann
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UN-Women: New committee, new issues
Foundation: In July 2010, the United Nations General Assembly created UN Women
for Gender Equality and the Empowerment
of Women. UN-Women fight sexual violence
against women and seek to empower women in
all aspects of life.
For many years, the UN has faced serious
challenges in its efforts to promote gender equality globally, including inadequate funding and no
single recognized driver to direct UN activities on
gender equality issues. UN Women was created to
address such challenges. It will be a dynamic and
strong champion for women and girls, providing
them with a powerful voice at the global, regional
and local levels. Grounded in the vision of equality enshrined in the UN Charter.
UN Women works for the:
• elimination of discrimination against women
and girls.
• empowerment of women.
• achievement of equality between women and
men as partners and beneficiaries of develop
ment, human rights, humanitarian action and
peace and security.

MUIMUN 2016 has established the UN-women
committee for the first time and on the top of its list
comes the vital role of women in agriculture and rural
development Also discussing the rights of female children.
In the first day of MUIMUN 2016, Chairs explained the rules and gave some hints about the steps and
regulations also they answered all the questions of our
honorable delegates, the general atmosphere was amazing and the ideas were very promising.
By Tamar Kathiashvili

UNHRC: The right to live is most important

Just very short debate was needed to set the
agenda for the HRC (Human Rights Council). Most
delegates agreed, that extra-judical killings and
arbitary executions in the Middle East are more
urgent than the dealing with threats to freedom of
expression and opinion. Based on the right to live as
the most important of all human rights, countries
like Indonesia and Russia agreed on Algeria‘s point:
„Our job as international comittee is to protect peoples‘ lives.“
But the right to live is not the only human right
violated in most of the cases: Also the right to public
hearing before an impartial and indepent tribunal, the

presumption of innocence and the right to effective remedy before national courts are ignored in those cases.
Eventhough there a three very different types of those extra-judical killings and arbitary executions, this is
what is true for all of them.
The first type is organized and institutional, like
the ones committed by the SAVAK (intellgence organization) in Iran. Another possibilty is the lack of written
legal documents, like in Saudi Arabia, where the governing system was not defined on paper before 1992 and
paperwork is still not transparent.
Other states affected are e.g. Isreal and the Palaestinian Terretories, where great political turmoils caused the situations that develope into extra-judical killings and arbitary executions.
The first reports on the violation of these rights
in the Middle East were presented to the UN in the
1950‘s, ever since the 1980‘s the topic was subject in
many committees again and again. Eventhough reasons
and historical backgrounds for the situations today are
different, the HCR agrees on the importance of clearing
these existing situations.
By Lia Rodehorst
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The solution to yesterday‘s quiz
#MUIMUN2016
Connect yourself and send us a note
at:
or feed our anonymous Gossip Box in
the hall.

Today´s Schedule
09:00-12:00
12:00-01:30
01:30-06:00
09:00-03:00

Committee Session
Lunch Break
Committee Session
Global Village Party

Evening: Global Village Party

The traditional Global Village Party has always been a great highlight for the MUIMUN delegates.
Don’t miss this unique opportunity to learn about the cultures and habits from all the delegates’ native
countries. Experience the vibrant mixture of colours, spicy foods and fancy dancing moves and let the
tunes catch you.
You are very much welcome to bring something for the “International Table” which will take you on a
culinary journey all around the world and will give you energy for an unforgettable party night.
Please do not forget to dress up in traditional clothes from your country of origin. Doors will open at 9
pm, R15, Roggenmarkt 15, 48143 Münster.

Crossword puzzle

By Mohamed Abd El-Kodous

1. Animal, squares
(41-42-43-44-45-46-47-48-49-50)
2. Cutting tool, squares (41-42-52-62-72)
3. Chemical element, squares
(43-34-25-16-7-8-9)
4. American city, (45-55-65-75-86)
5. Morrocan city, (50-60-70-80-91)
6. Car Safety tool, (44-34-24-14-4-5)
7. Means two, (14-15)
8. Lie is a not a ....., (inverted), squares
(21-22-23-24)
9. European capital, squares
(44-35-26-17-18-19-20-30-40)
10. Scientific degree, (54-55-56-57-58-59-60)

81

11. Pancreas disease, (54-64-74-85-84-83-82-81)
12. Indian physics scientist, (72-74-75-76-77-78)
13. Plant, (60-69-78-88-89-90)
14. Length unit of measurement,
(59-49-39-29-19)
15. Movement facility in microorganisms,
(inverted), (65-66-67-68-69)
16. We should learn from our..., (inverted),
(41-31-32-33-34-35)
17. Large trees grow from tiny...., (bottom-up),
(1-11-21-31-41)
18. Skin disease, (bottom-up), (2-12-22-32)
19. Stay...., and don‘t try this, (top-down),
(41-51-61-71)
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