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Taking a pause from pressing pause!
Global Village Party

For the last few days representatives of all sides
have indoctrinated everybody with the mantra of
pressing pause. But pressing pause and reflecting on
your actions during a Global Village Party? Most of
us must have been sure that this mantra would not be
applicable for this night!
To those familiar with MUIMUN the name “Global
Village Party” will probably wake many affiliations and
most will agree that few parties come closer to deserving
the label “legendary” than this wonderful event. After
10 years of such successful Global Village Parties – it
was obvious that this year’s celebration too would have
to be a highlight of the five day long MUIMUN birthday
celebration, as a party upon which delegates and staff
alike could look back upon in joy.
Hence, two days into the conference, delegates, staff
members and friends of MUIMUN again came together
in the club R1, right in the heart of Münster, to celebrate the diversity of (festive) culture and traditions of
this world.
Traditional costumes - ranging from ones of different
European to different Asian nations - colourful African
gowns, many soccer tricots and various other creative
costume ideas set the scene and with delicious traditional
foods of all sorts being offered in a variety most likely
never seen before – as well as a very diverse musical
mix – a unique intercultural experience, in its wildest and
liveliest manner, was created.
But the delegates did however not only prove their

cooking and design skills during the evening, but also
brought their last energy reserves - remaining after a
long, hard day of committee work - to the dancefloor and
showed off an impressive set of moves throughout the
colourful mix of music.
New friends, old friends; in a way the event did turn
out to be a place fit for pressing pause. In one way or
another, we found time to speak to people we would have
otherwise never met, or re-encounter people we might
otherwise have already crossed out of our lives Props to the staff members who stayed until the very
end, only to then continue with preparing the stage for
further events And thank you everybody for your marvellous contributions to this event which have once again tremendously enriched Münster’s nightlife!
By Sem Wiegand
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The Many Faces of MUIMUN
Organising Team: Leonie Staas and Agnès Gasnier

What would you advice to the delegates to do?
Staas: Stand up and talk! You‘re here to learn how
to debate, so don‘t be shy and participate! It is so sad if
people come here, don‘t take part and then say it was
boring.
Gasnier: Also it‘s good to put back your personal
needs, like sleep. Join the socials, that‘s where you really get to know people and meet friends that you keep
for all your life. And don‘t forget to gossip...

Some people do a lot of important work while others
don‘t really notice it. Have you ever wondered where
your cake and the coffee comes from? Leonie Staas and
Agnès Gasnier from the organisation team know...
How is the conference going so far? Why did you join
the team?
Staas: It is a success. The band while the opening
ceremony was really good, and I‘ve got the feeling that
the level of the conference still raises from year to year.
And the Schloss as the location is wonderful! It adds so
much atmosphere!
I was a delegate last year, and MUIMUN fascinated
me. A friend sat next to me in my Arabic course and she
convinced me to join the team.
What were things you didn´t expect to happen?
Staas: It is so nice to see a lot of familiar faces from
last year again – even ones from abroad. It is a real honour. The team turned more into a family and spends a
lot of time and free time together, which is really nice,
but was hard to believe at first.
What are things you like to improve?
Staas: Some little logistic stuff, but mostly we‘re
happy!

Was there a moment of drama/panic, when something
didn‘t work out as planned?
Staas: There were moments, when a lot of small
things added up so much, that I did not know where to
start. Like in the ten minutes before the first committee
session, when the projector did not work and neither
did the internet connection...
Gasnier: But the team has a good, problem solving
mentality. We‘re flexible and really motivated – so
whenever someone in the WhatsApp group calls for
help, someone will be there. We might not always have
a solution for everything immediately, but at least there
are people who support you.
What is the best part of beeing „backstage“?
Staas: You learn how to organise such a big event.
Gasnier: And it is great to see how more than a year
of hard work finally pays off.
Are there any scandals we missed?
Staas: Not by now, because none happened... But if
nothing happens at the farewell-party, I will be really
disappointed!
What‘s your greatest struggle?
Staas: It‘s the little things that you don‘t think of as
a delegate – but they add up. Wash all the used glasses,
bring empty boxes from one place to another, clean up
the floor after the coffee breaks, take out the trash...
By Lia Rodehorst and Tatjana Hirte
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People born in 2006-2016
Refugee Babies
His death caused an outcry around the world. He
became famous and will never know about it. Washed
ashore in the Turkish city of Bodrum, three year-old
Aylan Kurdi from Syria quickly represented the many
lives lost at sea on their way to Europe during the last
years. He put a face to the people trying to escape war
and conflict in their home countries and caused people
calling for actions to be taken. Another baby lives. Born
on March 6th, 2016, the picture taken of it by photographer Iker Pastor was also quickly circulated around
the world: A newborn being washed outside a tent in
muddy, overcrowded Idomeni refugee camp.
Sarah Grace Morris
On 30 January 2006, Sarah Grace Morris was born.
Sarah has Down Syndrome. She is the sister and cousin
of YouTube stars and rappers MattyBRaps and MarsRaps, who despite their young age, have been praised
several times for dedicating songs to her and causing
awareness to Down Syndrome. Sarah has rapped herself and also has a large YouTube community. By involving her in their music and enabling her to post videos on YouTube, the family wants to send a message
to possible bullies and show that children with Down
Syndrome are just as normal as any other kid.

Christian McPhilamy
Born in 2007, the young boy from Florida saw an
advertisement for a cancer research facility. The thensix year-old decided to grow his hair to later donate it to
a child that had lost its hair due to a medical treatment.
Despite criticism and bullying at school, Christian grew
his hair for two years and was able to proudly donate
four 12-inch ponytails to the “Children with hair loss”
foundation.
Hailey Fort
Hailey was six years old, when she decided in 2012
to construct a garden to grow food. This food she has
been donating to the homeless in her community ever
since. She also builds small shelters for the homeless to
stay dry and warm in. Her parents support her, however,
the idea and plan behind her project “Hailey’s harvest”
was her own after meeting a homeless man in her street
and learning about his struggles. In her words: “everyone should have a place to live”.
By Jacky Westermann

UN Women: Promoting gender equality
Even though the right to freedom of movement
is set out in Article 13 of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, women in many parts of the world
find that their mobility is restricted – whether by
legislation, by social or cultural norms, or by their
communities’ toleration of threatening them or even
violent behavior towards them.
A woman’s mobility may be curtailed from childhood, and this disempowerment will follow her throughout her life. Shared social norms that girls belong at
home will inhibit girls’ participation in education, damaging their potential for economic empowerment. If
they do go out in public, the threat of social harassment
and violence may reinforce their isolation. Ultimately,
offered little or no protection by the law, many women
will accept the domestic role assigned to them by tradition. While this can be, as one e-discussion contributor
said, an honorable and fulfilling choice, the challenge
comes when women are forced into it. The today‘s discussion highlighted the solutions towards the goals of
women empowerment.
The day was, crowded with a lot of shining ideas to
overcome these obstacles, these ideas were focusing on
how we can strength the rights of female children and
economic empowerment of women and the debate was
mainly about the vital role of women in agriculture and
rural development.
Our honorable delegates suggested many promising

solution to achieve our intended goals for instance, promoting the principles of gender equality and setting up
a global initiative for global change the attitude of all
women. Other delegates suggested funds specialized
for improved education of women in rural areas of developing countries and link it with the UN Women to
ensure stable resources.
Finally, UN Women is empowered to support intergovernmental bodies, such as the Commission on the
Status of Women, and to help UN member states implement the above standards, standing ready to provide
suitable support to those countries that request it and to
forget effective partnerships with civil society.
By Tamar Khatiashvili
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PoW: “Make Catholicism great again!”

The second day of debating is all about dividing
the territories of Europe between the different nations. And with a new topic, new tensions arise. And
this time, the conflicts do not only occur between the
two opposing fronts, but also between envoys of one
group. Especially the Catholics show everything but
unity.
But there is one thing each envoy is convinced of:
Their country is the greatest and should have the most
rights in the debate.
This is obviously not a great premise for a fruitful
debate, and so the debate begins rather slowly.
But soon, the first constructive suggestions appear.

Both Venice and the Hanseatic League point out that
it is necessary and possible to overcome religious differences for Peace. Venice stated very clearly: “We are
all Christians!” And not only did the Republic plead for
unity, its envoy also points out that there is a greater
threat for Europe as a whole: The expanding Turks. But
the warning goes by unheard as the debate continues.
The particular interests are too strong at this time.
The biggest topic in this session is the Dutch Independence from Spain. While the Spanish Empire pleads
at least for a small catholic part to stay independent,
for Utrecht and the States of Holland complete Independence is not negotiable. And the other protestant
nations support this position.
This enrages the Catholics, which fear for the rights
of their fellow brethren in the Netherlands. The Holy
See repeats the claim for a Spanish zone to protect the
people of catholic belief, and states that the envoys
should aim to make Catholicism great again.
But despite all the differences, in the end, Spain and
the Netherlands achieve a breakthrough during an unmediated debate. They shake hands to a peace, ending
the civil war in the Netherlands and start to negotiate
conditions. Will this be a milestone for a peaceful European Future?
By Johannes Huland

SC: The right direction

Thursdays session teaches the committee one important lesson – to listen to the motto of this year’s
MUIMUN.
Whilst the delegates had decided on a topic in a fast
and precise manner in the first session, the committee
today faces a simple but important problem: It forgets
to press pause and take a step back. This leads to debates that needs to learn to get close to solutions. As
the delegation of Senegal puts it: “We are talking more
about the role of the SC than making actual progress.
This committee is a crisis committee and we can’t let
this get out of focus.” In addition, the delegation thinks
that the topic (the ISIS threat) is a very challenging one

for a debate: “The topic is too general for this discussion. Maybe dealing with one concrete action or point
of the ISIS would be more effective.”
Nevertheless the delegates keep their heads up and
are working on working papers during the first part of
the day. In the afternoon, a Q&A gives the debate a new
impetus. A delegate from Turkey, Syria and Iran takes
his time to answer any questions the committee might
ask. Besides handling this schizophrenic role remarkably, his provocative answers bring new aspects to the
committee and force the delegates to ask themselves:
How should we cooperate with those countries? A Syrian government saying that of course there will be new
elections if they are wanted by the Syrian citizens but
“so far, they haven’t ask for it” is a bummer that will
make you reflect.
Close to the end, the delegation of Russia speaks out
what everyone is thinking over the last hours: “It seems
that the delegates forgot that the SC is a council for crisis situations. We are here to fight ISIS. Even though
the discussions were insightful and as a basis fruitful,
now we have to act. No more working papers, no more
discussing, no more waiting. Russian Federation is tired of the endless debate.” Sometimes this is also an
important step you have to go through: pressing pause,
reminding yourself where you want to go – and then
speed up when you are back on track.
By Lisa Neidl
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HRC: Can big brother be a solution?
The HRC had to define a lot of details regarding extra-judical killings and arbitary executions
on Thursday, in order to make a productive debate
possible during the next days. Problems and great
differences in opinions appeared especially about
the question, how the stopping of extra-juical killings can be dealt with without violating a country‘s
souvereignty.
While countries such as Russia want to restore the
gouvernments‘ institutions and offer help to affected
countries through an expert board, other countries pointed out the struggles with this strategy. For example,
one of the main concerns: The countries affected would
have to cooperate with the UN – which will most likely not be happening. Also the members were not able
to agree on the way experts should be chosen for the
board. While some asked for independent members,
other countries suggested representatives of „countries
really advanced in democracy,“ like the US like to call
themself. And that is why others started to call this option the „big brother solution.“
Another group of delegates, among them China and
France, suggests to handle each state affected by extra-judical killings and arbitary executions on it‘s own,
since backgrounds and situations differ from country to
country.
The discussion heated up, as some Arabic states felt
attacked and threatend in their sovereignty, when Etho-

pia and Botswana suggested to call the Security Council for help. That rose the question, whether a state‘s
souvereignty or the human right to live should be more
important to the UN.
Also an important question: What does a legal system has to look like to prevent extra-juical killings?
And how is it possible to find or create such a system?
The committee agreed on creating working papers
as basis for today‘s debate, one to be created for each of
the two main opinions.
By Lia Rodehorst

ICC: President stripped of immunity!
In today’s session the court thoroughly discusses
whether the ICC has jurisdiction over the case at
hand.
Whilst the prosecution argues that the ICC has jurisdiction - that the Rome Statute applies to Belair even
though it is not a party of this treaty respectively - and
that the situation at hand falls in line with exceptions
to the immunity clause that have been made in the past
(e.g. Darfur, Nuremberg) - the defence focuses on the
limited scope of the ICC, draws up differences to aforementioned exemptions and urges the court to stick
to a narrow interpretation of its mandate, stating that
a broadening would undermine the whole value of the
Rome Statute.
During their deliberation, the judges comment on
this and point out that their judgement would be considerably shaped by; the moral obligations that one commits to by joining the UN, the notion that a threat to the
international peace existed (chapter VII UN-Charta),
while again referring to exemptions made in the past.
Prosecution and defence alike build upon this information, with both the prosecutors and defendants now
referring to customary international law, as a means of
showing that the President Noor-Irshad should be prosecuted. Consequently, the bench is faced with many
informative contributions regarding CIL’s two components (opinion juris and state practice) and the compelling power of jus cogens. After an enlightening debate,

the court moves on to a first official vote, resulting in
the court stating that; the Security Council Resolution
(referring the case to the ICC) has been lawful, the ICC
does have jurisdiction and that Pr. Noor-Irshad should
be stripped of his immunity. The day subsequently ends
with the judges, aided by the councils of both sides,
commencing with drafting their judgement and the presidents expressing great content in how counsel and
judges alike are tackling the topics at hand.
By Sem Wiegand
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HCR: “No blames and no bad burden”

The theme of coordinating and tackling the refugee crisis in Europe could hardly be more topical.
Equipped with the latest news and information from
the UN conference on resettling Syrian refugees on
Wednesday in London the committee engages in
a fruitful and analytical debate and maintains a
constructive dialogue.
The direction of argumentation is set. Now the question is how to approach this topic on an economic and
cultural level and rewrite national and international law
to ensure a sustainable solution for both sides: refugees
and local inhabitants.
To solve this socio- and geopolitical problem, it is

the first priority to find a balance between national sovereignty and international action ability.
Regarding this, the committee focuses on the fair
distribution and forced relocation based on quotas especially in Europe. Poland claims that there has to be
a list of criteria for distribution which considers economic power (measured in GDP) and cultural diversity.
“We must not admit and heat religious conflicts”, said
Poland, pointing out the important role of catholic faith.
Together with Hungary and Bulgaria they agree in one
point: “We have to stop the flow and control it”.
Germany also expresses its clear opposition to forced
resettlement and asks for a list of accommodations to
register the refugees. “No blames and no bad burden”,
said Germany and realigned the debate. “We need to
tackle the root causes especially caused war.”
At this point all nations sit down at a table, both, European and Arabic states, where all are equal members
with, in general, the same problem. Perhaps based on
the Canadian proposal to institute ad hoc committees
they split into four regional groups to elaborate detailed
working papers with national signatures but a global
perspective. This work should result in a collaboration
between the groups and finally merge the main ideas.
One concrete option to reduce the flow and protect refugees could be the establishment of safe zones in Syria, as Russia suggests.
By Lukas Splitthoff

ECOFIN: Question of stake holders

Climate change is a pivotal issue which not only
needs constant deliberation, but also needs to be given due consideration by every country. So on the
2nd day of MUIMUN, the ECOFIN committee focuses on the Developed and Developing Nations to
Focus and Cater the Climatic Change Issues.
In the first half of the committee session Democratic Peoples’ Republic of Korea raises a motion to discuss the Impact of Climate Change and the Resources
needs to cope with. Afterwards Greece raises a motion
upon the Reasons behind why Sustainable Growth has
yet not been achieved. According to the delegate, the
main reason behind the Developing countries’ incapa-

bility towards sustainable growth lies in those countries
being plagued by corruption and their lack of teaching
skills to their people related to Sustainable growth. However, Syria points out that the reason behind developing nations’ consumption of fossil fuel is because of it
being cheap. This argument is followed by Costa Rica’s
which raises a very important question regarding the
use of Fossil fuel by Developed countries and why they
haven’t yet come up with policies pertaining to this important issue.
In the second half of the Committee session Costa
Rica again raises a motion on the Impacts of Global Finance which is passed by majority of the members. At
this point Greece emphasizes that the Developed Nations are ready to share technology, and wish to not just
raise awareness but also want developing nations to educate their people. The most important argument in this
debate come from Uruguay and emphasizes that private
stake holders also exist in the industrialized countries
and micro finance is an effective way to achieve sustainable growth.
The second Session of ECOFIN brought some important developments. The coming days will be filled
with more deliberate debating about Climate finance
and sustainable growth.
By Fayeza Yahya
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CEPAL: Questions of mattresses and capital
After the first day at MUIMUN the delegates
are making progress by elaborating a list of short- to
long term aims concerning the urban development
in the tense situation of climate change. Among
short term aims are emergency plans in the case of
an environmental catastrophe as well as the important question: Who pays the bill?
In the opinion of Chile setting up a platform to exchange emergency plans would be a fast and applicable
solution, but should not be obligatory. The suggestion
of financing this programme by taking a certain percentage of a nation’s GDP every year is the reason why a
lot of delegates talk about “colchones” (mattresses in
English). Using the Spanish language in the committee
is often an interesting alternative to the well known English words usually printed in international media. On
the one hand a mattress serves for sleeping purposes but
on the other hand Spanish finance experts are talking
about “colchones” when they discuss financial buffers.
Consequently, the final statement of a speech the delegate of the USA delivered was “all states should have a
mattress”. This expresses his beliefs about financial regulation or austerity policies and not necessarily about
the amount of sleep he gets during the conference.
After this lecture on Spanish speaking and sleeping
matters, the Legal Service explained some facts about
the actual power the committee has in terms of establishing new institutions. CEPAL is not able to establish

such a fond to finance emergency measures for example, it is only possible to suggest it. Furthermore the
Bank of Development in South America already established a certain fond and the most annoying thing for
eight out of nine delegates: the committee cannot force
the USA to pay. Now it is up to the delegates to find
other solutions in order to fight the climate change and
its consequences in South America.
By Patrick Gwinner

DISEC: Defining terrorism is not that easy
Terrorism. What does that mean for the International Community? How can the UN make sure
that all states agree on what it is and what methods
should be used in order to combat against it? It´s not
that easy.
The committee of DISEC wants to overcome all
threats of peace. But for what price? The first discussion takes into consideration whether states should risk
collateral damages or not. For example the delegation
of Syria is in favor of “bombing all supporters of terrorist groups”. Interestingly no other nation comments
on that statement or even asks what person would be
identified as a supporter.
So is it up to each nation to decide, who should be a
terrorist, a supporter etc.? This question leads to the discussion of what a state should be allowed to do against
terrorism and when the defense becomes an act of state
terrorism.
To sum it up all these different aspects need a definition of terrorism which is also the main issue of the
second conference day.
First of all the debate deals with the differences between state terrorism and “normal” terrorism or if state
terrorism should be included within the term terrorism.
Especially delegations from Arabian countries prefer
not to include it. In general it seems to be a very unpleasant topic, and in the end Hungary proposes to talk
more about non state terrorism because it is a bigger

threat for the modern society. But maybe it would have
been interesting to hear more about this topic because
instability was mentioned by several countries as a key
cause of terrorism and instability grows with state terror. However, although the DISEC committee could not
find an accurate conclusion for all countries, hopefully
the next days will bring more satisfying results. It also
will be interesting to see if the African states will be
able to form a unit of a mutual policy in order to create
a greater impact and if they will be able to contribute
a more extensive debate on the use of drones without
permission in their sovereign territories.
By Tatjana Hirte

PANORAMA

The Westphalian Diplomat |8

Find 10 mistakes in the picture

Today´s Schedule
09:00-1:00
1:00-01:0
01:0-0:0
08:00-00:00

Committee Session
Lunch
MUIMUN meets experts
Pub Quiz

Evening: Pub Quiz

By Lisa Neidl

Does your delegate expertise reach diplomacy and global politics? Are you a
real geek when it comes to Geography,
Films and Gossip? This is your chance
to show off your knowledge and even
win a price. After an exciting quiz, the
cozy atmosphere of our MUIMUN pub
quiz location allows for lively chats and
one or another drink. Team up and join
at Uferlos, Bismarckallee 11 at 8pm.
Special hint: Don’t forget to prepare the
history of the Olympic Games.

Crossword puzzle

By Mohamed Abd El-Kodous

1. fish (30-31-32-33-34-35)
2. ocean (39-31-23-15-7-8-9)
3. Meaning covered“ (23-32-41-50)
4. people having no abode (35-34-3341-50)
5. soft marine organism (30-39-48-5766-65)
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6. Arab country (65-66-67-68-69)
7. Buddhist monk (32-41-42-43)
8. Meaning mad (34-43-52-61-70-71)
9. Brazilian dance (30-31-22-13-04)
10. Continent (4-3-2-1)
11. European country (7-16-25-26-2736)
12. Verb stop (27-36-45-54-63)
13. Highest legislature in U.K. (39-3829-28-37-46-55-56-57-58)
14. Relating to the mind (55-56-57-5859-60)
15. art gallery house of France (28-1910-11-12-21)
16. Someone who work in house (3324-15-6)
17. Chemical element (15-16-17-18)
18. Smooth cotton cloth (reaining
squares)
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