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“This needs your
immediate attention,”
interrupts the Chair the SC’s
session before showing a
video of Chechen terrorists,
which are demanding
independence for Chechnya
from the Russian Federation
in a 48-hour referendum,
following the Russian
annexation of Crimea.
Chechnya, after being an
independent state for eight
years after the Cold War, was brutally invaded by the
Russian Federation in 1999. Ever since, numerous
terrorist attacks by Chechen separatists took place all over
Russia.
The Secretary General joins the SC to give the delegate a

deeper
insight into
what
happened
in
Chechnya
just a few
hours ago.
The

situation is serious: Islamic fundamentalists are claiming
Chechnya for themselves and condemn everyone who is
on the side of the Russian oppressors. The severity of the
situation is underlined when the Russian President, Mrs.
Vlada Putina, joins the SC to support the Russian
delegation. “Terrorists are entering our county and are
trying to destroy Russian sovereignty,” states Putina when
she addresses the Council in a very emotional way,
strongly demanding the member states’ support to regain
control over Chechnya. The Russian delegation is
convinced, that the majority of Chechnya’s population is
not seeking independence from Russia. “Will this be the

same kind of referendum like
you conducted in the Ukraine?”
asks a concerned delegate of the
United States, referring to the
Russian annexation of Crimea.
Most of the SC member states
are very concerned about
Russia’s reaction to the
Chechnya crisis, especially after
the US delegation is receiving
intelligence information about
Russian aircrafts being sent to
Chechnya.

The situation tightens when information about an
explosion at the Russian Embassy in Paris reaches the
Council. It turns out that
Chechen people, who
want to demonstrate their
anger about the Russian
oppression, were
responsible for this attack.
In the eyes of some
countries that might
indicate a big interest in
independence from
Russia in Chechnya, thus
leading these delegations
to sympathize with the
efforts of the “Islamic
freedom fighters”, how the Republic of Chad addresses
the separatists.
Voices are raised to send observers to Chechnya to
monitor the Russian actions in Chechnya and to avoid
violations of human rights. However, the SC has to agree
to compromises in order to avoid a veto by Russia in their
final resolution. Once again, the powerful position of the
Security Council’s permanent members weakens its
decision-making.

By Susan Goessling

Crisis in Chechnya:
Another front for the Russian Federation
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B r e a k i n g News

1.TheunderwatersearchformissingMalaysiaAirlinesflightMH370begins–locatorsontwo
ships start looking for the black box

2. 24 hours before Afghanistan’s presidential election – high securitymeasures are taken
3. After 32 years in business – David Letterman’s retirement announced
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The Many Faces ofMUIMUN:
Scholar Kateryna Kostiuchenko

A MUIMUN without the Scholars
would not be the same. You
probably have met them in your
committee or during the social
events and they are a big
enrichment for the conference and
all of us. The Scholarship program
is unique in Europe and one of the
prestigious elements of MUIMUN.
Each year, up to 10 students from
all over the world get financial
support for their flight, the fees or
accommodation.
One of them is Kateryna
Kostiuchenko from the Ukraine. She

is 19 years old and studies Business
administration at the American
University in Bulgaria.
She talked to Johannes Huland
about her impressions of MUIMUN
and how she feels about the crisis in
her country.
Howwas your week so far?
The week was amazing and
everyday there was something
interesting! So far my favourite part
is just to be in the city or ride a
bicycle. Every street is so special and
the buildings are very cute. There is a
special atmosphere and I find the fact
inspiring that there are lots of young
and friendly people, it is very
relaxing.
I also like my host very much, she is
very helpful and she reminds me of
myself a bit and it is much fun taking
a bike ride with her.
Have you got any MUN-

experience yet?
Yes, I started with the BLIMUN in
Bulgaria and visited the RomeMUN
and I also was a member of the
European Youth Parliament. I studied
in America and worked in Paris. That
is also the reason why I am very
interested in the French culture and
chose the UNESCO committee.

Since you are from the Ukraine,
how is it for you to discuss the
matter of sovereignty here?
I feel very grateful to all the
people’s opinions, it is very nice for
me to get their support. I had some
great conversations during the
champagne reception, it is really
amazing.
Since I am in the UNESCO
committee, I am not directly
concerned with the issue, but it is
rather interesting to hear all the
conversations outside the sessions
What do feel personally when

thinking about the crisis in the
Ukraine?
I live through it everyday and this
topic is very close to my heart. When
everything began in December, it was
completely different. Maidan was
represented by young people. I felt
proud about those people because
finally, they wanted to stand up for
their country and were not afraid to
raise their voices anymore. But when
I saw the outbreak of violence and
the reaction of politics, I was shocked
and it was horrifying for me. The
police was just shooting people,
although they are our national
protection. Also media was spreading
a lot of disinformation.
What did you learn from the

conference and what are your goals
for the future?
I learned we are the ones who are
making a change, whatever we are
doing here, it has an impact. It is an
amazing experience. We need to
spread it. I just do not understand
young people who do not engage
themselves. About my future plans:
Originally, I was really passionate in
being a diplomat, but I reconsidered
and since I am very involved in
journalism, I could also imagine of
working in this field.

By JohannesHuland
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It is a warm evening in
1643, the sun has already
gone down behind the
pointed roofs of
Münster´s
Prinzipalmarkt. Only an
old nightwatchman
equipped with a lantern
and a lance is turning his
rounds through the
lanes…
Time travelling to
medieval times was the
delegate´s program last
night. During a two hours
“nightwatchman-tour” through the
historic centre of Münster the
delegates had the chance to learn
more about their host city. Two
nightwatchmen, dressed up like they
directly originated from the old days,
told them about different churches
and daily life in former times.

Not only at times of MUIMUN
Münster becomes the diplomatic
“centre of the world”, one of the
watchmen told one of the two groups
with around 60 delegates. Already in
1643 many delegates from all parts of
Europe came together in Münster to
negotiate peace, which ended with

the Westphalian peace
in 1648, he explained.
The difference: The
former delegates who
came to the conference
stayed for five years.
MUIMUN delegates
only stay for five days!
After enjoying tour
with a quite crazy
nightwatchman, after
seeing some of the
prettiest places in the
historic town and
hearing much about the

gruesome torture practices, the
delegates had the chance to discover
the present as well: During a Pub
Crawl the delegates got to know
Münster´s night-life in the historic
town.

ByMagdalena Tröndle

Nightwatchman Tour: Time travelling to medieval times

After three days of intensive
debating the African Union adopts
its draft resolution. Apart from
Sudan all member states agreed.
The night before their last
day of debating the
“Aftermath of the South
Sudan conflict” seems to
have been a quite splashy
experience for the most
delegates. In their first
unmoderated caucus which
took place early in the
morning the main topic
among the tired delegates is
the last night.
But the lively conversation about
the delegates´ nightlife quickly
switches into a serious debate
followed by fruitful discussions
during the whole day. The working
papers brought in by different
delegates and highly praised by the
chairs are very helpful during the

discussions. The papers which
provide the basis for the draft
resolution at a later time that very
day sum up what African Union´s

delegates have discussed the sessions
before: Appreciating the role of the
UN in South Sudan by their
peacekeeping troops, sending
humanitarian aid in form of doctors
and teachers to South Sudan,
supporting the neighbor countries
which are adopted by the flood of

refugees from South Sudan and
encouraging all members to
contribute more generously.
However, the latter has caused a

heated debate before.
Main issue of this
debate has been the
question if member
states of the African
Union which contribute
to South Sudan´s
reconstruction have a
right to control and
influence what the
money is needed for.
Angola and other donor

countries want to have greater
involvement. But South Sudan finds
itself deprived of their sovereignty:
„The structure of connecting
financial and political power reminds
me of the times of colonialism and
we won´t allow neo-colonialism!”
ByMagdalena Tröndle

AU: “We won´t allow neo-colonialism”

COMMITTEES
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After a week of intriguing
debates, decision time has
come. Cuba insists on
discussing the embargo again
and the US still struggle with
the threatening loss of
influence. Will the features of
the resolution, focusing on
common ground of the three
different former papers, be
successful in establishing
more enforceability and more
objectivity equally?
After a long voting and amending
procedure, that could have been
abbreviated to before the lunch break
if the Cuba embargo would not have
been taken into account, there is
hesitation in the air. A draft
resolution introduced by Argentina
and Brazil, and amended in a long
procedure, features a restructuring of
the existing Organization of

American States. The idea of forming
a new organization does not come up
again. Opposed to what has been
decided in a narrow vote from
yesterday, the headquarters is now to
be moved to Montevideo, Uruguay,
in order to sustain the neutrality of
the OAS. Also they are going to
reframe the financing of the
organization. The diplomatic

struggles have aroused
the question on how
binding such a resolution
really is. The chairs took
their time to answer these
questions properly and
explain ratification
processes.
These insights in mind,
the delegates start with
elaborating on a broad
Topic B. Economic
philosophies will clash

the concept of regional integration
and globalization — definitely a topic
that promises passionate discussions.
After all, the chairs praised their
delegates for their commitment and
participation. In every case the lively
committee deserves the award for the
best jumping picture.

ByFranziska Funke

CEPAL: Time to take the jump

When the participants arrive to
ECOSOC’s Thursday session,
there’s already a surprise waiting
for them:
Their Chair
isn’t there.
Rumors
spread: she’s
bored by the
committee,
she doesn’t
like
beginners,
she’s
working as a delegate in a different
council, she’s a star witness at the
ICC…
Barely alive and drugged with vast
amounts of “Club Mate”, the vice
chair takes over what would evolve as
a memorable day in this council:
It all begins with a minute’s silence.
(Though some countries don’t make
a sound at any other time either) .

Countries state their basic view on
politics: “We can’t change the world”,
“We don’t trust anybody”, “We need

to share the cake”, “I’m not
comfortable with my shoes”. The
rapporteur clarifies she’s not the
garbage collector. Coffee break forces
the chaos to continue at the info
point: Todays “Westphalian
Diplomat” is late, a delegate leaves for
an exam, peanut butter recipes are
shared, cake is dropped and the press
is being accused of spying on

delegates, threatened by opposed
countries and covered in hot
chocolate.

After lunch, the
newspaper finally
arrives. The rising heat
causes the chocolate
eggs representing bonus
points to melt and the
male delegates to take
their jackets off.
But all this results in
an impressive outcome:
Amendments are

passed; the resolution is successfully
voted on. Even the opening speeches
on the next topic are hold, during
which the chairs are crosstalking.
As Geert de Vries, vice president of
the Security Council, phrases: “If
these lovely delegates would rise to
power, peace on earth would be
accomplished immediately.”
ByFelix Baumgärtel

ECOSOC: Anarchy in the UN

COMMITTEES
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After enjoying a great night at the
Pub Quiz, a motion for Thursday’s
first unmod is quickly raised:
While one group starts discussing
amendments concerning DR 1.1 ,
the sponsors and signatories of DR
1.2 are meanwhile editing last
wordings trying to please
everyone’s expectations before
introducing the draft.
The bargaining power of some
states is jeopardising tough stances
especially because DR 1.2’s lack of
guaranteed effects is highly criticised
at first. Surely the delegates had paid
attention during the workshops and
considered the importance of
common grounds, since shortly after
lunch DISEC is successfully passing
both resolutions. Before moving on
to debating the next topic, nothing
can stop a singing performance for

today’s late arrivals. Afterwards,
ambitions on tackling the globalised
challenges around the field of cyber
space are high. Putting up a united
front, USA, Estonia and Georgia
among others are blaming Russia for
carrying out espionage while on the
opposite side China and Russia are
reminding the USA about the
strongly criticised NSA activities. But
since affecting every nation, there
quickly is agreement that action is

necessary. All
members are
encouraging
each other to
focus on main
points such as
finding
required
definitions,
securing the

protection of people’s right on
privacy and nation’s right on self-
defence as well as maintaining the
functional capability of
infrastructure and economy.
MUIMUN’s last day will reveal if
the states are capable of combating
common threats caused by cyber
activities…

By JackyWestermann

GA 1st: “Don’t stop me now” — DISEC eager on solving
global issues

On the first day of a new topic,
two draft resolutions, a thrilling
debate, and on top of that — a chair
who turns into a
delegate! In the
GA6 committee,
it’s risky as hell
to miss anything
while leaving the
room only for a
second.
After closing
the first theme
yesterday, today is
all about the
“Legality of Measures to Eliminate
International Terrorism.” Opening
debate well-regulated with settling
positions and finding allies during
the unmoderated caucuses, this
steady atmosphere does not last long.
Two hours after starting the debate,
the first draft resolution from the
Islamic Republic of Iran, the Russian

Federation and others is introduced
at 11 am, followed by a second one in
the afternoon.

However, when talking about
terrorism and the measures against it
— expectations of one delegation in
particular are high: Since the delegate
of the USA has been missing
throughout the discussion, the co-
chair Vilas Leonard produces relief in
spontaneously joining the debate
representing the states instead!

Admittedly, that does not turn out to
be an easy task for the other
members, as the delegation of the
Russian Federation explains:
“You know, he is so experienced
in the MUN system, and he
easily outplays every one of us”.
But does this result in surrender
of the other delegates? Of course
not! Instead, the members of
GA6 are getting incited to keep
up with Vilas leading to a heated
discussion.
One thing the co-chair has to
learn until the next MUN: The

chair declined one of his notes
explaining “You are not allowed to
send a USB-Stick with your note.
And your handwriting is … let’s be
nice and call it interesting.” Time to
work on that, honourable
‘chairlegate’!

ByLisa Neidl

GA6: An unexpected ‘chairlegate’

COMMITTEES
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Catchwords such as “justice“,
“ceasefire“ and “two-state
solution“ resumes yesterday’s
discussion and delegates have
to be reminded that the HRC is
not to be confused with the
Security Council as it can only
make suggestions to protect
human rights and not decide
about a country’s political
destiny.
Observing the debate in the HRC,
one stops wondering why the Arab-
Israeli conflict in general seems to be
so old, so complicated and so
unsolvable. Too many opinions, too
little time.
The stubborn positions of both
sides — Israel and Palestine — seem to
drive HRC’s member states close to
desperation, since the discussion
enlarges without finding a proper

solution. Finally the delegate of India
urges both countries to stop blaming
each other so that the debate can go
over into unmoderated caucus for
the member states to work on their
draft resolutions. After a long and
heated discussion, the first draft
resolution 1 .1 . , sponsored by
Indonesia, Pakistan, China, Russia,
Saudi Arabia and South Africa, has
been introduced. But still, there is no
consensus, since Israel complains

that this draft resolution
contains too much
criticism and too many
compromises they have
to make.
One starts realizing that
this debate goes really
deep into the ancient and
well-known conflict
between the Eastern and

the Western World.
Fortunately, the member states are
managing to pull themselves together
for a final draft resolution that
contains, next to the issues of illegal
settlements and the access to food
and water, also a call upon Hamas
and the Palestinian Liberation
Organisation to come to round table
peace talks with the aim to establish
one Palestinian Authority.
ByLeonieGomm

HRC: The alarming timeliness ofHuntington’s “Clash of
Cultures”

The sixth session of the
ICC contains some major
controversies and the last
days seem to have some
impact on the delegates.
There are some rather
tired faces around here
today but of course,
nothing can stop the
eager court from pushing
on the case.
The first witness taken in
examination today is Rojes’ daughter,
Gabriela Rojes.
When questioned about her father
and the FARC in general, her
statements are raising some
questions. First of all, she seems to be
a convinced supporter of the FARC
and thinks of it as an ideology, not a
rebel organization, fighting “for a
right und just cause”. When being
asked if she happens to know
anything about FARC in detail, she

obviously denies although everyone
in the room is left in doubt. She is
also very devoted to her father and
describes him as a very tenderly
person who would have never been
able to commit the crimes he is
accused of.
The second witness today is a
soldier, who was installed as a double
agent within the FARC and served
Rojes directly for three years. He was
also among the men who arrested
Rojes. He suffers from posttraumatic

stress disorder and so
the questioning is
obviously a hard task
for him. But still it
was interesting to
hear that in his
opinion, Rojes might
have been forced into
his actions.
In some aspects,
both witnesses were

confirmed by the third one, a
psychologist. She presumes
sociopathic tendencies and states that
Rojes probably loves his family so
much he is not able to spare
emotions for other people. But still,
she is convinced he can be held fully
accountable to all of his actions.
But in the end, there remains one
question: Rojes is certainly a criminal
but have his reasons been all wrong?

By JohannesHuland

ICC: “The FARC fights for a right and just cause!”

COMMITTEES
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“The
Security
Council failed
already once,
and we don’t
want to do
that again,”
the delegation
of Chile sums
up the high
expectations
towards the
SC’s debate on the Western Sahara
territory.
The political status of Western
Sahara has been an ongoing topic for
the United Nations for over 20 years.
The Security Council is once again
debating a peaceful solution for the
conflict between Morocco and the
Polisario Front. Chad and Rwanda,
as well as Luxembourg show
solidarity with the Sahrawi people

and support the idea of an
independent Western Sahara, while
especially the USA are opposing a
referendum on the status of Western
Sahara. With the United States’ veto
right, the mood in the Council is
tense and an agreement is hard to
achieve.
The question of a referendum
seems difficult and many factors have
to be discussed, for example who

should be actually
allowed to vote on
it. Even though all
Western Saharan
inhabitants are
legally Moroccan
citizens, it is
debatable if either
only Sahrawi
people living in
Western Sahara or
also the many

ethnic Moroccan inhabitants should
decide aboutWestern Sahara’s future.
The member states of the Security
Council are for now not able to find a
solution for Western Sahara because
the topic is suspended due to the
Chechnya crisis.

By Susan Goessling

The goal for today’s
morning session is set:
Adopting a Resolution
for Topic A. How can
the 8 delegates of
UNESCO best achieve
this goal? The answer
consists of only two
words: Unmoderated
Caucus.
All eyes are on the
second Draft Resolution which has
been introduced by the Russian
Federation and supported by the
Syrian Arab Republic, the Islamic
Republic of Iran, and the Republic of
Iraq in yesterday’s session. Today’s
session is dedicated to the discussion
of Amendments raging from
replacing expressions to deleting and
adding parts of the Preambulatory
Clauses. However, determining the
order of the Preambulatory Clauses
is definitely the most important task,

since nobody wants to be left behind.
During Moderated Caucus the
delegates participate actively and
even when it is time to calm down
whispering voices are filling the
room. Especially the delegate of Iran
and the Russian Federation are eager
to pursue their interests. However, all
8 delegates are gathering around a
table and working together by trying
to figure out how the viewpoint of
each delegate can be included in the
Draft Resolution. Enough

moderation, it is time
to switch to
Unmoderated Caucus:
Let the controversial
debates begin!
After a short coffee
break the delegates
enter the hot and final
stage of the debate.
Strengthened by a cup
of coffee and a handful

of cookies, the vote on all
Amendments can begin. The small
plant of unanimity that has been
planted in yesterday’s session has
grown through the vote on
numerous Amendments,
compromises and concessions.
Today the delegates are able to reap
the first fruits: the adoption of the
Resolution for Topic A.

ByAnnkathrin Struß

UNESCO: Let’s have another Unmoderated Caucus

SC: Still no referendum forWestern Sahara
COMMITTEES



8 Friday 4th April 2014 - TheWestphalian Diplomat

Today's Schedule

09:00-13:00 Committee Session 1
12:00-13:00 Lunch A
13:00-14:00 Lunch B
13:00-16:30 Committee Session 2
17:00-18:30 Closing Ceremony
22:00-Open End: Farewell Party

Today in History

4. April 1949:

T
he USA, GB, Canada, France, Italy, Belgium, the Netherlands,
Luxembourg, Portugal, Denmark, Norway and Iceland sign the North
Atlantic Treaty. With this act, the NATO is founded. Originally

planned as an alliance to withstand the communist block during the cold war,
it is today confronted with new challenges like asymmetric warfare.

EveningActivity: Closing Ceremony
and Farewell Party

Dear Friends, time has lapsed. It is fair to say that we
all look back on five exciting days of debates,
networking and socializing. Tonight at 5pm MUIMUN
2014 is going to be closed. The festivities are going to be
held at Aula Vom-Stein-Haus, Schlossplatz 34. However,
there is still some time to say a proper goodbye. An
amazing week like this deserves a legendary end. Please
join us to celebrate new friendships and a great week.
Doors open at 10pm at Clubschiene, Hafenstraße 64.

I
was born in 1917. There was no chance coming
from the family I am coming from not to choose
the job I eventually had. One could call it destiny.

Coming from that family also brings disadvantages.
Religious quarrels in my country resulted in my death —
I was shot in 1984.

Person 3rdApril: Bishop Tutu
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Who is it?

PANORAMA

After reading the words, flowing from our pens
day and night during this week, here are the faces
behind the Westphalian Diplomat. We thoroughly
enjoyed the week and thank our readership as well
as the eager contributors to MUIMUN Gossip.
Being a journalist at MUIMUN includes being the
first one to know about rumours and funny stories
and they would not have been possible without
you guys! We loved observing you during session
and reporting every day’s developments!

TheWeDi Team

Become aMUN-addict

Have you got the bug for being a

delegate at Model United Nations?

Münster MUN e.V. is the local MUN

society to address when you wish to

attend other international MUNs as part

of one of their delegations. In order to

prepare you properly, Münster MUN

e.V. offers intriguing workshops about

international politics and MUN-related

skills on a regular basis. Please visit

www.münster-mun.de or Münster

MUN e.V. on Facebook.




