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Today´s Schedule
Hint: Have a look at
yesterday‘s WeDi edition
as well as the delegates
handbook.

09:00-11:45 Committee Session 2a
11:45-01:15 Lunch a
01:15-06:00 Committee Session 3a
09:00-01:00 Committee Session 2b
01:00-02:30 Lunch b
10:00-05:00 Committee Session 3b
09:00-03:00 Global Village Party
Ask you chair whether your committee
is type a or b.

Horizontal

Vertikal

1.What the press team lives for ;)
4.The meeting room of the League of Nations
7.The most important mode of transportation in Münster
8.Venue of tomorrow‘s Pub Quiz
9.Last name of this conference‘s patron
11.What is the first name of the founder of MUIMUN?
12.Who is Markus Lewe?

2.The German word for castle
3.The ultimate goal of the committee sessions
5.The abbreviation of the longest committee name
6.The topic of this year‘s MUIMUN
10.The host of the 2020 Olympics

Find 10 mistakes in
the second picture

Editorial
Münster University International Model United Nations

By Rebekka Wilhelm
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Another decade of MUIMUN has begun
With a captivating opening, ceremony MUIMUN 2017 is officially opened

Last night, MUIMUN 2017 was officially declared
open in the historic atmosphere of the festive hall of
Münster castle. It is our pleasure to welcome you to
the 11th MUIMUN conference, with which we start
the second decade of Münster University International Model United Nations in the city of the Westphalian Peace. Five days of interesting debates, intercultural exchange and fun evening events lie ahead of
you. We dearly hope that the experiences and memories you make as well as the new friendships you form
will accompany you far longer than this conference.
As president of the Medical Women‘s International
Association, the key note speaker Prof. Bettina Pfleiderer from the medical faculty of Münster, outlines the
reality of gender inequality nowadays. She gives a fascinating insight into the role of NGOs as „ambassadors
of change“ when it comes to tackling the issue of gender
inequality. With respect to this year‘s conference theme,
she gives an insight into her personal dedication to pursue equality. Prof. Pfleiderer reminds us that change and
the road towards equality starts in microcosm, and that
conferences like MUIMUN are „an important step towards the end of the way“, with the delegates of today
being the leaders and change makers of tomorrow.
Afterwards, Deputy Secretary General Jonas Maeser
introduced this year‘s patron, the UN High Commissoner
for Refugees Filippo Grandi. In his moving speech, especially recorded for the Opening Ceremony, Grandi expressed his hope that the delegates of MUIMUN will
gain a deeper understanding of the organs of the United Nations in the next days. Furthermore, he urges all
delegates to realize the United Nations as the complex
organization they are, but to cut through bureaucracy at

the same time and to go back to what is most important:
the people. Eventually, he directly turns towards the delegates, reminding them of their importance: „We need
your energy in order to move forward“.
This year‘s conference theme „Still a world away - the
Elusive Pursuit of Equality“ addresses the many challenges the United Nations faces in the attempt to approach
a world of inequalities. MUIMUN Secretary General
Franziska Funke gives a captivating opening speech, reminding us of the many inequalities that still exist nowadays. Touching various topics, from gender inequality to
climate change, she gives a short insight into the topics
that the different committees of MUIMUN 2017 will discuss. At the same time, she underlines how MUIMUN
can promote change: through the committee work, delegates will not only learn about inequalities but they will
actually work on ways to tackle some of the most urging
issues of our time. Funke reminds us of the privileges
most of us have, and that „everyone of us has been incredibly lucky“ having received a good education which
enables us to be here for this conference. She urges us
to acknowledge the privileges we have and not to take
them for granted. After this passionate appeal, the 2017
Münster University International Model United Nations
Conference is declared to be in session.
The Band „West in Peace“ accompanies the evening with moody live music and adds to the anticipating
flair. At the following champagne reception, delegates
as well as ad staff, chairs and guests get to exchange
their thoughts about the upcoming days and to clink
their glasses on an unforgettable experience - MUIMUN
2017!
By Marthe Sönksen
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The city of bicycles
MUIMUN city tour

Bikes, bikes and more bikes. Well with a ratio of
1 person to 2 bikes, I guess it is to be expected. This
is what stands out most about Münster. During the
city tour held sunday morning, the delegates spent
their time maneuvering around them as they moved
around the city center.

“I was impressed by the quantity of bicycles; I don’t
think I’ve ever seen that many bicycles! (laugh)”, said
Bianca Cuhna, a delegate for the Islmaic Republic of
Iran in the UNHCR committee.
The tour started at the Castle (Schloss), near the
moat. About thirty delegates joined the tour that focused on the main places they will be visiting during
the conference.
The guide, Julia Dunkel of the MUIMUN organizing committee, first led us to the Mensa am Aasee and
Café Uferlos. These two sites are right across the road
from the Aasee which had no visitors as the weather
was a bit chilly.
We also passed the Lambertikirche, towering cathedral that stands tall next to a couple of restaurants.
Stares of curiosity followed us along as we got to the
Museum for Art and Culture (Museum für Kunst und
Kultur). Our shoes clicked upon the cobbled walkways
as we got to Le Feu.

Shweta Adhikari, delegate of Japan for the United
Nations Security Council committee also enjoyed her
morning on the tour. “I could tell Münster has a lot of
historical background with all the buildings. It’s a really
good tourist place. I was also glad to meet other delegates and interact with them before committee sessions
start.”
By Soila Kenya

Responsibility of being a chair

From scholar to chair: Heni Htira, an energy engineer from Tunisia
You have already been working to prepare your committee in the last days. How has your experience been
so far?
The thing to do was preparing the topics for the
committee together with your chair partner. I got along
great with my co-chair, so we had very good talks about
it and coordinated everything perfectly.

learnt a lot. The atmosphere is so special, I
had to continue with
other international conferences where I was
perfectly prepared by
MUIMUN.

Your committee, UNEP, will discuss renewable energy, specifically water energy. Why is this topic so relevant on the international level?
One topic is the deployment of renewable energy,
the other the impact of water energy on the environment and how we can avoid that. The international
community has been thinking what can be an alternative for fossil fuels. We have seen so many conventions
and agreements, most importantly the Paris Agreement
and going along with the new Sustainable Development
Goals. It is an actual issue where every country has its
own strategy. Every single country will be involved, so
we think that it was a good choice.

What is different this
time, being a chair?
The responsibility
that all delegates understand the topic well
and make sure that the
Rules of Procedure are
followed. When are chairing, you do not have a special
interest but you are responsible for everybody following the rules.

You participated in MUIMUN 2015 as a scholar. How
did you benefit from this experience?
One particularities of MUIMUN is that there are international people from all over the world and I enjoyed
that very much. It was my first MUN in English and I

What was the reason for you to come back to MUIMUN?
I made a lot of friends, I liked the city. Plus, it is so
professional – in Germany everybody follows the rules,
which really gives you the atmosphere of a UN conference.
By Jacob Steinmann
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DISEC: How to cope with autonomous weapons?
When it was founded in 1945, this topic was of the
highest priority on the international level. But the
urgency of global agreements – though not legally
binding – for a responsible use of weapon techniques
and promoting peaceful relationships between states
has never decreased since then, and probably never
will.
The MUIMUN DISEC committee will deal with to
topics of these problems. The first topic on the agenda
is voted by large minority to be the regulation of autonomous weaponry. Some new weapons technologies do
not need the presence of humans, or even their control
from remote places. How does this affect wars? How to
cope with the challenges that arise from such technologies like for example accountability?
As the honorable delegation of Nigeria points out,
“Autonomous weapons pose a severe threat if they get
in the hands of terrorists or failed states. In the same
time, they can be a useful to counter problems such as
international terrorism”.
Second, the challenge that military interventions in
foreign countries impose on territorial sovereignty will
be debated. Recent events like notably the annexation of
the Crimea have made this topic even more prominent
on the international agenda. And what a better place to
discuss sovereignty of states than Münster, city of the
Peace of Westphalia?

Two moderated caucuses reveal the different aspects
that autonomous weaponry entail. Advantages such as
less danger for soldiers are opposed by ethical concerns
about inhumane warfare caused by conscienceless robots. Intense but fruitful debates are sure to follow in
the coming days.
By Jacob Steinmann

UNEP: “Water energy is the future!”
During this year’s conference, the United Nations Environmental Program will talk about renewable energy and water energy in particular. The
delegation of Russia already made a statement about
their position and advocated for discussing water
energy as the first subject. However, the majority of
the conference voted for the more general topic as
the first issue of the agenda.
Whereas most delegations agreed to postpone the
debate on opportunities and environmental impacts of
water energy, especially the Russian delegation spoke
in favor of discussing water energy first, and already
gave an insight into their position on this topic: “Water
energy is the future!” However, if this statement means
a turn in Russian politics away from oil remains questionable.
Prior to the start of the debate, chairmen Heni Hetira
and Alex Rodriguez explained the process of the following debates. Following the suggestion made by the
delegation of the People‘s Republic of China, the delegates, of which many are first time participants, learned
the rules of procedure based on the example of what is
the best fantasy saga.
After agreeing to scrape the movies as well as the
books of the Twilight Saga from the history of fantasy
sagas, the debate drifted to whether Harry Potter excludes younger generations, as the later movies are too

violent. The delegates decided to end the discussion on
this issue without consensus, to move to the more important issue: Of how to shape the future of our world.
Chairman Rodriguez used his final statement to praise
the delegates present: “You‘ve debated politely. That is
very important.”
By Marco Stoever
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CEPAL: Off to a good start
2.) Women empowerment in Latin America and the
Caribbean.
During the first committee session, the opening
speeches were held by the present delegations, addressing the order in which the topics were to be discussed.
The role of women’s rights as an integral part if human
rights was emphasized by many speakers.
Consequently, in the course of the debate, the second
topic concerning women empowerment was chosen to
be the first one to be discussed.

The Comisión Económica para América Latina
y el Caribe (Cepal) is centered around the economies of Latin American and Caribbean states. The
headquarters are located in Santiago de Chile and
the original committee has 45 member states. Cepal
was founded in 1948 by its parent organization, the
ECOSOC (economic and social council).
The topics discussed in this year’s edition of the
conference are:
1.) Disparities amongst indigenous population in
Latin America and the Caribbean

In the first opening speeches the importance of institutions that support women, and especially women of
colour, was pointed out. The context between women’s
and human continued to be a key driver of the debate.
Violent crime prevention and equal pay were also mentioned on several occasions.
The upcoming debates concerning this topic are promising to be filled with a variety of approaches to the
issues that have been brought up in the first speeches
today.
By Isabella Szklarczyk

ECOFIN: Fair trade for all! … right?

Chairs, Orestis Lagouvardos-Kotronis and Anne
Reinhard led the Economic and Financial committee as the Delegation of the USA proposed for the
committee to begin with Topic 1 – International trade and tariff barriers alleviation: a stepping stone
for enhancing economic development and reinsuring socio-political stability.
Trade is an important factor in the global economy
as it drives the comforts that human beings enjoy different countries. Intertwined with the aspect of reinsuring
socio-political stability, delegates had their work cut
out for them defending their countries interests in the
international arena.

The chairs are optimistic with this committee with
Anne saying, “It becomes really tricky when it comes
to economics with both sides trying to gain as much
as possible, however, this years’ debate is turning out
really well.”
Debate started out soft, however, things took a different turn.
Least Developed Countries (LDCs) such as Zimbabwe, Argentina and Tanzania came out strongly against
highly developed countries such as the USA and institutions such as the European Union for sidelining (LDCs)
in trade agreements and through trade sanctions.
With no less than 3 moderated caucuses and one unmoderated caucus, debate got heated around each country trying to secure its interests in the face of issues such
as the need to sustain national sovereignty.
The issue of product dumping came out strongly
too, enough to initiate its own moderated caucus. This
is the act of selling goods at a cheaper price than it really is. Most countries agreed with the negative effects
of this practice.
The delegate of Zimbabwe, Josephine Sangare, who
was very vocal during today’s debate foresees an intense next 4 days. “I plan to ally with my fellow delegates
from African countries to create a Pan-Africanism and
pull support for the AU as a negotiating partner.”
By Soila Kenya
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Pablo Pineda – promoting inclusive education
Equality series

Born in 1975 in
southern Spain, as
the fourth child of
his parents, Pablo Pineda always wanted
to be a teacher. Despite being diagnosed with Trisomy 21,
commonly known as
Down’s syndrome, he
followed his dream
and became a teacher
at a Spanish primary
school. This makes
him the first person
with Down’s in Europe with a major degree.
“The families are still afraid that people with Down’s
syndrome become teachers or that they are partners of
their sons or daughters…I am sick of being the all-time
student, the all-time child. Now my time has come to
teach” (taz, 2009), Pineda explains his decision. But he
is not only a teacher but an actor and a public speaker
on integration.
In his work – in teaching, acting and public speaking
–, Pineda’s overall aim is to show society that children

with Down’s Syndrome can do anything everybody else
can do if they are given the same opportunities. And so,
he hopes to inspire parents and teachers to open doors
for these children instead of giving up on them because
of their ‘disability’. In his opinion „The educational system is based on a wrong premise. There should not be a
partition between people who are ‚disabled‘ and people
who are ‚normal‘.” (Times of Malta, 2009) His public
talks on integration of children with Down’s already
brought him to many different countries amongst which
are Columbia, Dominican Republic and Belgium. In his
acting career, he also made a remarkable achievement.
For his performance in the movie Yo Tambien (Me too),
which was inspired by his life, Pablo Pineda got the Silver Shell award at the 2009 San Sebastian International
Film Festival.
By Rebekka Wilhelm

City of Münster – more than just a name
Münster series

When Fabio Chigi, the future Pope Alexander
VII, visited Münster for the negotiations leading
to the Peace of Westphalia in the mid-17th century, he described the city in the following words:
“Up into the clouds rise those pointy towers from
which the melodic ring of bells sound for everyone
to hear.” Indeed, the picture of the town is shaped
by its numerous churches until today, also resulting
in the local saying “In Münster, either it rains or the
church bells ring – and if both happen simultaneously, then it is Sunday.”

The Christian church is also the reason for Münster’s
name: Originating from the Latin word monasterium,
the city of Münster developed from a monastery founded near the River Aa in 793. Nowadays, the university
town has much more to offer than just its churches – nevertheless, they form a major part of the historic attractions of the city. The two most important amongst them
are the Münster Cathedral, also called St.-Paulus-Dom,
whose first construction started in 805, and the Lamberti Church. Today’s Cathedral is from the 11th century,
however, its appearance was changed after being damaged heavily during World War II. Most interestingly,
during the 12th century, the salesmen financed the
construction of an “anti-church” as an alternative to the
episcopal cathedral: the Lamberti Church. Rather (in-)
famous is this church for an entirely different reason:
Large iron cages decorate its gothic tower in which the
bodies of the so-called “Anabaptists” had been displayed after their hanging. This dark chapter of Münster’s
history took place in the 1530s, telling the bloody story
of a failed attempt by radical Anabaptists (as part of the
Christian reformation) to establish a communal sectarian government in the city. But this story deserves to be
told in its own time!
By Franziska Hasselbach
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SC: A topic that knows no borders

No time is wasted in Saturday’s opening committee session, tackling the first topic within seconds.
When deciding upon which topic two start with, two
options are on the floor: Topic A “Closing the Gaps in
Global Pandemic Preparedness” versus Topic B “Prevention and Resolution of Conflicts in the African Great Lakes Region”. Surprisingly, the delegates in the SC
do not proceed with a long debating period and blazing
speeches. Instead they are more than straight-forward,
making their decision in about a second. On a quite
short speakers’ list, the United States, Ethiopia and the
Russian Federation declare themselves in favour of topic A – seeing it as the far “more pressing topic and the

more urgent one to deal with”. This might also be due
to the increasing reports of influenza in the Great Lakes
Region. That being said, the delegates jump right into
the debate.
After a short period of getting into the topic, a moderated caucus leads to insightful answers to the question
of how aspects of pandemic preparedness should primarily be supported. Whilst member states like Senegal put their focus on supporting healthcare, the delegation of Ethiopia strongly insists that “healthcare might
be one solution, but education has to be the key one”.
Therefore, the delegate emphasizes that the money of
the WHO should be used to fund and create widespread
commercials in the needy region, thereby reducing the
danger of infections. Chair Richard Hartlaub is optimistic regarding these different opinions: “We have a
good back and forth in the committee, especially on the
topic of universal healthcare. I am very curious how
that plays out.”
One thing becomes very clear during this first session: Talking about pandemic preparedness underlines
the central aspect of the United Nations. As one delegate puts it: “Pandemic infections won’t stop at borders.
One needs to be sure that everyone works together.”
Chances are good that this is exactly what will happen
in the Security Council – stay tuned!
By Lisa Neidl

ICC: War crimes committed by means of a cyber-attack?

Genocide and war crimes – those are the two
counts of the indictment against Captain Nota of
the Momo army whose trial before the International
Criminal Court will beguin tomorrow. Due to internal complications regarding the evidence lists, the
ICC could not open its first session yet. However,
both parties are currently working hard to bring
this difficult case to court as fast as possible, answering the question whether International Criminal
Law has been violated in the conflict of the neighboring (fictional) states of Zurial and Momo in the
border city of Basila.

In the time between April 20, 2014 and April 24,
2014, a coordinated cyber-attack was committed against
the government institutions and the Astaf military base
near Basila, resulting in the death of nearly 2,500 civilians. The well-orchestrated series of so-called Distributed Denial of Service attacks bore the cyber-signature of
the Momo Armed Forces Cyber Defense Unit (CDF)
whose commander Captain Nota has been indicted for
genocide and war crimes by the prosecution of the ICC.
The court will have to answer whether or not the accused:
1. attempted to incite and commit genocide
against the entirety of the Zurial Basilian population in
the disputed area;
2. committed acts such as the willful attack on a
hospital and the willful killing of civilians that amount
to war crimes.
According to the Chairs, one of the biggest legal
challenges of the case will be to prove the genocidal
intent necessary for finding the accused guilty of genocide. Furthermore, this is the first time the ICC will deal
with the increasingly important question of whether
Acts of Cyber Warfare can constitute War Crimes. By
the end of the day, all evidence lists have been handed
in successfully, promising a most interesting trial.
By Franziska Hasselbach
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LoN: Referendum retake in Silesia?
Welcome to 1921. Two years after the Great War,
there is peace in Europe… but no stability. Several regions of the world are brewing up conflict. The
Council of the League of Nations has gathered to
deal with the situation at hand.
Privileged in having its agenda pre-set (in chronological order), the committee had enough time yesterday
for a quick round of introductions, revealing a chair involved in a plane collision on his way to the conference
and a delegate claiming to have journeyed to the conference on a horse.
Being a predecessor to the United Nations, the
League of Nations has slightly different rules of procedure. One significant difference is that countries
involved in a conflict may not partake in substantive
votes. These countries change over time, as conflicts
arise and subdue. In fact, the whole time thing is a bit
complicated– when a delegate mentions a referendum
on whether Upper Silesia should be a part of Germany
or Poland, the chairs have to inform her that what she
has just mentioned has not happened yet.
After the referendum has taken place, with the outcome showing 60% of the population supporting annexation by Germany, and the other 40% favouring
Poland, there are however doubts as to the validity of
this result. Steps to enforce it are therefore not taken
at first, prompting a lengthy moderated caucus on the

issue. While some countries like Italy believe that the
enforcement of the result is non-negotiable, other countries such as Poland oppose this and call for a new referendum. As of now, the outcome of the debate is still
unclear. What is clear however is that the debates today
will impact the future of not only the Silesians, but also
German-Polish relations as a whole tremendously.
By Juliane Miller

UNHCR: A committee full of diversity
This year‘s first session of UNHCR (United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees) dealt with
vital current issues such as refugees, climate change
and international conflicts, making the debates even
more animated. The first topic is about providing
support for climate change refugees and tackling
environmental displacement issues, while the second
one deals with forced migration in the African Great
Lakes Region.
Saturday‘s Committee Session reaches quickly enough an agreement on the global emergency of the situation of climate refugees, deciding thus for the first
topic to be discussed as number one on the agenda.
Through the process of agenda setting, it became clear
that the main challenge of this topic is the definition of
the matter itself.
The discussions ranges between the eloquent Delegate of Kenya bringing to the debate the roots of climate
change and the pragmatic Greece, demanding a more
humanitarian perspective of the issue to come back to
the core of the topic. That‘s when Germany ceases the
opportunity to raise awareness on the importance of human rights aid. The variety of the subject is obvious
and justifies the delegates’ motivation on choosing this
topic. However, Tunisia manages to set an agreement
on the introduction of the notion of climate refugee in

the legal framework of the 1951 Refugee Convention.
There is no doubt about the vivacity of the upcoming
debates.
By Inès Jemili

